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» Civics 101 and Public Health Authority 101

» Meet the Panelists

» Act for Public Health

» Panel Discussion

» Q & A
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The Network promotes public health and 
health equity through non-partisan 
educational resources and technical 
assistance. Any materials provided in this 
presentation are intended solely for 
educational purposes and do not 
constitute legal advice. The Network’s 
provision of these materials does not 
create an attorney-client relationship with 
you or any other person and is subject to 
the Network’s Disclaimer.

For legal advice, attendees should consult with their own counsel.

The Fine Print
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https://www.networkforphl.org/disclaimer/


Learning Objectives
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» Remind ourselves about principles of democratic governance and sources 
of law that define how the public health system operates

» Learn about how the law is evolving 

» Acknowledge the connections between civic engagement and public 
health

» Explore ways to effectively navigate an ever-evolving law and policy 
landscape 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 
under CC BY-SA-NC

https://www.virtuallibrary.info/learning-your-brain-and-neuroscience.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Political adj. – of, relating to, or involving 
politics; 
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Politics n. – 1. The science of the 
organization and administration of the 
state. 2. The activity or profession of 
engaging in political affairs.  

Source: Black’s Law Dictionary (12th ed. 2024)

pertaining to the conduct of
government. 



https://www.changelabsolutions.org/product/public-
health-advocacy-basics 

https://www.changelabsolutions.org/product/public-health-advocacy-basics
https://www.changelabsolutions.org/product/public-health-advocacy-basics
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Federal

State and 
Territorial 

Municipal County

Tribal

For more information: Structure of Government, Public Health Law Academy

https://www.changelabsolutions.org/product/structure-government


9 For more information: Public Health Law: Past & Present, Public Health Law Academy
Source: Appendix E, For the Public’s Health: Investing in a Healthier Future (2012) 

https://www.changelabsolutions.org/product/public-health-law
https://nap.nationalacademies.org/read/13268/chapter/11#255
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Source: Figure 1, Public Health COVID-19 Impact Assessment: Lessons Learned and Compelling Needs

https://nam.edu/public-health-covid-19-impact-assessment-lessons-learned-and-compelling-needs/#:%7E:text=From%20an%20operational%20perspective%2C%20state%2Dlocal%20governance%20structures%20for%20public%20health%20can%20generally%20be%20described%20by%20four%20models%3A%20centralized%2C%20decentralized%20(or%20home%20rule)%2C%20mixed%2C%20and%20shared%20(see%20Figure%201)%20%5B14%5D


https://actforpublichealth.org/public-health-authority/

https://actforpublichealth.org/public-health-authority/


https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/resources/state-local-public-health-overview-regulatory-authority 

https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/resources/state-local-public-health-overview-regulatory-authority


Separation of Powers
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Three Branches of Government

Legislative 
Branch

• Congress/State 
Legislature

Responsible for 
creating laws

Executive 
Branch

• President/Governor
• Administrative 

agencies

Responsible for 
implementing and 
enforcing laws

Judicial 
Branch

• Court system Responsible for 
interpreting laws



Public Health and The Three Branches
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» Health departments sit within the executive branch, 
which implements public health laws

» The legislative branch passes laws establishing and 
shaping public health authority

» The judicial branch interprets laws in ways that shape 
public health authority

For more information: Structure of Government, Public Health Law Academy

https://www.changelabsolutions.org/product/structure-government


Judicial Influence Over Public Health

15

In some states, courts have restricted health departments’ 
authority to protect public health in their communities. 

E.g., T&V Associates v. Director of Health 
and Human Services

• Michigan Dep’t of Health and Human 
Services issued emergency order limiting 
gatherings at food services establishments

• Business challenged provision of Michigan 
Public Health Code underlying emergency 
order, MCL 333.2253

• Michigan Court of Appeals found provision 
to be invalid 



Judicial Influence Over Public Health
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Key Observations
» Language in opinions evidencing distrust and skepticism 

of public health
» Shifting of power away from executive and legislative 

branches and to judiciary
» Decisions emerging as one strand of broader anti-

regulatory movement



Meet the Panelists
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Health law partners addressing challenges to
 public health authority and infrastructure.

Perhaps more than at any other time in its history, public health is being directly and 
significantly impacted by how laws and policies are being implemented—or weakened.



https://www.changelabsolutions.org/product
/preserving-local-public-health-powers 

https://www.changelabsolutions.org/product/preserving-local-public-health-powers
https://www.changelabsolutions.org/product/preserving-local-public-health-powers


https://ajph.aphapublications
.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2
022.307214 

https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2022.307214
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2022.307214
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2022.307214
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https://lawatlas.org/datasets/
laws-addressing-public-
health-authority-to-respond-
to-emergencies 

https://lawatlas.org/datasets/laws-addressing-public-health-authority-to-respond-to-emergencies
https://lawatlas.org/datasets/laws-addressing-public-health-authority-to-respond-to-emergencies
https://lawatlas.org/datasets/laws-addressing-public-health-authority-to-respond-to-emergencies




Mello, Jiang and 
Parmet

Early Warning System

This Photo by Unknown Author 
is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://doi.org/10.1377/hlthaff.2024.00073
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/10.1377/hlthaff.2024.00073
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/10.1377/hlthaff.2024.00073
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/File:Warning_icon.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Toward a Coordinated Response
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More 
Effective and 

Equitable 
Public Health 

System

Funding
 

Infrastructure

Workforce

Public Health 
Interventions 

and 
Emergency 

Orders

Health Equity

Governance



Central Question

What laws, policies, and governance structures are needed to 
ensure that public health officials and staff can serve the 
public’s health effectively and equitably, in ways responsive to 
community priorities? Authority to…

• Respond nimbly to public health emergencies; 
• Provide stable, day-to-day public health services to all; 

and
• Facilitate upstream activities that improve public health



Legal Framework Core Activities

• Process

• Accountability

• Outcomes

• Legal authority can dictate how and 
with whom things are decided and 
implemented

• Legal authority can require 
evidence to justify, guide, and 
evaluate actions

• Legal authority can embed public, 
actionable goals and outcomes



Visit the Act for Public Health Website
actforpublichealth.org

   

Join the Framework conversation: 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=wJZZqgTyV0y6tPSZL236khzDI-
FBsV1At7RDKi0bkGVUODcxTU9QN01BRVVRV1Y0MjA1QzJKUUNOUC4u 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=wJZZqgTyV0y6tPSZL236khzDI-FBsV1At7RDKi0bkGVUODcxTU9QN01BRVVRV1Y0MjA1QzJKUUNOUC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=wJZZqgTyV0y6tPSZL236khzDI-FBsV1At7RDKi0bkGVUODcxTU9QN01BRVVRV1Y0MjA1QzJKUUNOUC4u


https://www.changelabsolutions.org/news/making-case-
public-health-framing-and-language-recommendations 

https://www.changelabsolutions.org/news/making-case-public-health-framing-and-language-recommendations
https://www.changelabsolutions.org/news/making-case-public-health-framing-and-language-recommendations


Fighting for the Public’s Health
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With funding from:

Project Advisors:
Martha Katz
Maddy Frey
Gene Matthews
Dawn Hunter



50-State Scan of Public Health Advocacy Capacity
March – June 2023

Key informants in all 50 states and DC

» State and local health department 
representatives

» Elected officials 
» Lobbyists 
» Partners in other sectors and organizations
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      Findings & Opportunities

Public health allies remain 
untapped resources

PH’s role and value is often 
misunderstood

Challenges to PH authority make  
advocacy more difficult and essential 

Health equity is fundamental and 
requires nuanced communication

The PH workforce is underfunded

PH is often reluctant to rely on  
lobbying and advocacy

1
2
3
4
5
6

Encourage strategic advocacy and lobbying

Elevate public health’s value proposition 

Counter challenges to public health authority

Fight for health equity

Tap the strengths of supportive allies

Support the public health workforce
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Panel Discussion
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://michaelmilton.org/2020/06/11/idea-the-way-to-write-a-discussion-board-post-in-online-teaching-and-learning/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Thank you for attending. 
You will receive an email notification when the 

slides and recording of today’s webinar have been 

posted on the Network website.
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