Law and Policy Pathways to Community Centered Protection from Extreme Heat

Heat is the number one cause of weather-related death in the U.S., but not all communities are impacted the same. Historically redlined communities

have experienced higher heat exposure through urban heat islands. Outdoor workers paid low-incomes and Latino/a workers are especially vulnerable to
The Network poor health due to non-working days and lost income linked to extreme heat. Heat exposure contributes to heat iliness, respiratory problems, and heat

stroke and also adversely affects the Social Determinants of Health. Jurisdictions developing strategies to mitigate the impacts of heat exposure must

for Public Health Law
consider community needs and ensure a just transition that benefits communities on the frontlines of these harms. Law and policy play an essential role in

supporting community-centered processes and solutions to reducing the negative health impacts of heat and extreme heat.
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Network law and policy experts are available to consult on this and other public health issues.



https://health.gov/healthypeople/priority-areas/social-determinants-health
https://www.mapc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Keep-Cool-Somerville_Cooling-Strategies-Toolkit-FINAL_20210201.pdf#page=10
https://www.lisc.org/our-resources/resource/community-benefits-agreements-toolkit/
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/facilitatingpower/pages/53/attachments/original/1596746165/CE2O_SPECTRUM_2020.pdf?1596746165
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40572-020-00294-1#Sec7
https://www.networkforphl.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Prioritizing-Cultural-Safety-During-Climate-Related-Emergencies-Toolkit1.pdf
https://www.dir.ca.gov/title8/3395.html
https://www.osha.gov/heat-exposure/rulemaking
https://iejusa.org/section-2-energy-justice-scorecard/
https://www.illinoissfa.com/app/uploads/2019/10/0919-ILSFA-infosheet-low-income-community-solar-v11.pdf
https://development.ohio.gov/individual/energy-assistance/2-percentage-of-income-payment-plan-plus
https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy/about
https://climate.ny.gov/resources/climate-justice-working-group/



