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CANNABIS REGULATION

FACT SHEET

I. Introduction

This fact sheet surveys cannabis product labeling laws in states that have legalized adult-use cannabis. Product labeling is a critical
public health tool for consumer education and safety. Product labels help consumers make informed decisions and help prevent
accidental ingestion. Cannabis product labels contain a board spectrum of information. This fact sheet focuses on 11 state policy
variables used to regulate cannabis product labels in adult-use states. The variables are broken into three categories General Label
Requirement, Health Warnings, and Universal Symbol Requirements. Section Il of this fact sheet provides a research summary that
discusses the prevalence of each policy variable and the variation in policy within each. Section Il contains a table that covers the
policy approach of each state and allows side-by-side comparison.

II. Research Summarsy:
a. State Law

This section examines 11 state policy variables used to regulate cannabis product labels in states that allow adult-use cannabis.
The variables are broken into 3 categories General Label Requirement, Health Warnings, and Universal Symbol Requirements. The
prevalence of each variable is explained, and a range of policy approaches is provided when necessary.

General Label Requirement

Font Requirement for Label: Ten jurisdictions have general text size and/or style requirements that apply to all required labeling
on cannabis products. Text size requirements are described either as a font point-size or in inches. Most jurisdictions with text size



requirements (6 out of 10) describe them in inches, ranging from 1/10 inch to 1/16 inch, some specifying whether that measurement
is based on lowercase letter “0” or uppercase letter “K.” Three jurisdictions describe text size requirements in font point-size, ranging
from 4.5-point in New York to 8-point in Nevada. Maine describes text size with both font point-size (6-point) and inches (1/12). Two

jurisdictions have font style requirements (i.e., Connecticut requires labels to be printed in Times New Roman).

Health Warnings

Font Requirements for Warnings: Five jurisdictions have font size and/or style requirements that specifically apply to warning
labels on cannabis products. Two states have the same or similar requirements for the label as a whole, as they do for warning
labels (California and Maine). The remaining three states have font size and/or style requirements for warning labels only. New
Jersey requires 6-point font, lllinois requires text to be of legible size, and New Mexico requires text to be in bold.

Required Location for Warnings: Only one jurisdiction, New Mexico, has a specific requirement for the location for required
warnings on cannabis product labels. New Mexico requires warnings to be located on the principal display panel. The principal
display panel on a product is the part of the label most likely to be displayed or examined under customary conditions of retail sale.
Three jurisdictions, California, lllinois, and Maine, have general location requirements for warnings, including that they must be
“visible,” “clear,” and “unobstructed and ambiguous.”

Delayed Onset for Edibles: Most jurisdictions (13) require labels on edible products to include a warning regarding the delayed
onset of intoxication and other effects from consuming edible cannabis products. Warnings typically use two hours as a threshold, for
example: “intoxicating effects may be delayed by 2+ hours” (Washington), “cannabis edibles can take up to 2 hours or more to take
effect” (Oregon).

Driving/Operating Machinery: All but five jurisdictions require labels on cannabis products to include a warning about the dangers
of driving or operating a vehicle while using the product. Most jurisdictions specify warning language such as “it is illegal to operate a
motor vehicle while under the influence of cannabis” (lllinois), or “marijuana use...can impair an individual’s ability to drive a motor
vehicle or operate heavy machinery” (Arizona). Of the remaining five jurisdictions, four do not yet have robust regulations for the
legal cannabis market (D.C., New York, Rhode Island, and Virginia). Nevada is the only state without a required warning about
driving or operating motor vehicles.

Pregnant/Breastfeeding: Fifteen jurisdictions require labels on cannabis products to include a warning about the dangers of using
the product while pregnant or breastfeeding. Most jurisdictions have similar language, such as “do not use if pregnant or
breastfeeding” (Vermont) or “marijuana should not be used by women who are pregnant or breastfeeding” (Alaska). Some include
more detailed warning language such as “use by pregnant or breastfeeding women, or by women planning to become pregnant, may
result in fetal injury, preterm birth, low birth weight, or developmental problems for the child” (Michigan). Michigan only requires the
warning to be present on the product on a quarterly rotation with other health-related warnings but does require that the warning be
on an extended content label, package insert, or accessible via QR code at all times.
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Children and Animals: Three jurisdictions require labels on cannabis products to include a warning to keep away from children and
animals, with basic language such as “keep this product away from children and pets” (Vermont). Thirteen more jurisdictions require
labels only with warnings to keep away from children, again with basic language such as “keep out of reach of children.” Colorado
has an exception to this requirement for cannabis vaporizing products, and Washington requires the warning to be located on the
principal display panel of the product.

Not Safe for Kids Icon: Three jurisdictions require labels on cannabis products to include a “Not Safe for Kids Icon” generally
resembling a red octagon containing “NOT SAFE FOR KIDS” in black text, Massachusetts, Vermont, and Washington. Again,
Washington requires this warning to be located on the principal display panel of the product. While Connecticut does not require this
icon, it does require an icon indicating that the product is only safe and legal for adults 21 and up (a circle containing “21+7).

Universal Symbol Requirements

Universal Symbol Required: Twelve jurisdictions require labels on cannabis products to include a universal symbol indicating that
the product contains THC. While each jurisdiction allows their regulatory agency to determine the appearance of the symbol, most
resemble a triangle containing a cannabis leaf, with “THC” incorporated near the triangle. While Nevada is not one of the 12
jurisdictions with a universal symbol requirement, it does require products to be labeled with “THIS PRODUCT CONTAINS
CANNABIS” or “THIS IS A MARIJUANA PRODUCT” in bold type.

Required Size of Symbol: Of the 12 jurisdictions that require a universal symbol on cannabis product labels, nine have minimum
size requirements. Size requirements range from a minimum of one-fourth of an inch width and height to three-quarters of an inch
width and height. The most common size requirement is a minimum of one-half inch width and height (four jurisdictions). California
and Vermont have different size requirements based on the type of product.

Required Location: Of the 12 jurisdictions that require a universal symbol on cannabis product labels, four dictate that the symbol
must be located on the principal display panel, the front of the product, or predominantly displayed. California simply requires the
symbol to be “visible,” and the remaining seven jurisdictions do not have location requirements.

III. Research Tables

N/A stands for “not applicable.” N/A is used when the variable is not applicable because the jurisdiction does not have a licensed
adult-use market (D.C. and VA). NC stands for “not covered.” NC is used when the jurisdiction has not yet adopted regulations for
the adult-use market (NY).
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https://casetext.com/regulation/alaska-administrative-code/title-3-commerce-community-and-economic-development/part-19-alcoholic-beverage-control-board/chapter-306-marijuana-control/article-3-retail-marijuana-stores/section-3-aac-306345-packaging-and-labeling#:%7E:text=Code%20%C2%A7%20306.345,-Download&text=Do%20not%20operate%20a%20vehicle,adults%20twenty%2Done%20and%20older.
https://casetext.com/regulation/alaska-administrative-code/title-3-commerce-community-and-economic-development/part-19-alcoholic-beverage-control-board/chapter-306-marijuana-control/article-4-marijuana-cultivation-facilities/section-3-aac-306475-labeling-of-marijuana
https://casetext.com/regulation/alaska-administrative-code/title-3-commerce-community-and-economic-development/part-19-alcoholic-beverage-control-board/chapter-306-marijuana-control/article-4-marijuana-cultivation-facilities/section-3-aac-306475-labeling-of-marijuana
https://casetext.com/regulation/alaska-administrative-code/title-3-commerce-community-and-economic-development/part-19-alcoholic-beverage-control-board/chapter-306-marijuana-control/article-5-marijuana-product-manufacturing-facilities/section-3-aac-306570-labeling-of-marijuana-products?
https://casetext.com/regulation/alaska-administrative-code/title-3-commerce-community-and-economic-development/part-19-alcoholic-beverage-control-board/chapter-306-marijuana-control/article-5-marijuana-product-manufacturing-facilities/section-3-aac-306570-labeling-of-marijuana-products?
https://casetext.com/statute/arizona-revised-statutes/title-36-public-health-and-safety/chapter-282-responsible-adult-use-of-marijuana/section-36-285401-marijuana-products-labeling-packaging
https://casetext.com/statute/arizona-revised-statutes/title-36-public-health-and-safety/chapter-282-responsible-adult-use-of-marijuana/section-36-285401-marijuana-products-labeling-packaging
https://casetext.com/regulation/arizona-administrative-code/title-9-health-services/chapter-18-department-of-health-services-adult-use-marijuana-program/article-3-marijuana-establishments/section-r9-18-310-product-labeling-and-packaging
https://casetext.com/regulation/arizona-administrative-code/title-9-health-services/chapter-18-department-of-health-services-adult-use-marijuana-program/article-3-marijuana-establishments/section-r9-18-310-product-labeling-and-packaging
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=BPC&division=10.&title=&part=&chapter=12.&article
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=BPC&division=10.&title=&part=&chapter=12.&article
https://law.justia.com/codes/california/2019/code-bpc/division-10/chapter-12/section-26122/
https://law.justia.com/codes/california/2019/code-bpc/division-10/chapter-12/section-26122/
https://codes.findlaw.com/ca/government-code/gov-sect-17403.html
https://codes.findlaw.com/ca/government-code/gov-sect-17403.html
https://casetext.com/regulation/california-code-of-regulations/title-4-business-regulations/division-19-department-of-cannabis-control/chapter-11-labeling-and-packaging-requirements/article-3-labeling-requirements/section-17406-informational-panel-labeling-requirements
https://casetext.com/regulation/california-code-of-regulations/title-4-business-regulations/division-19-department-of-cannabis-control/chapter-11-labeling-and-packaging-requirements/article-3-labeling-requirements/section-17406-informational-panel-labeling-requirements
https://casetext.com/regulation/california-code-of-regulations/title-4-business-regulations/division-19-department-of-cannabis-control/chapter-11-labeling-and-packaging-requirements/article-3-labeling-requirements/section-17410-universal-symbol
https://casetext.com/regulation/california-code-of-regulations/title-4-business-regulations/division-19-department-of-cannabis-control/chapter-11-labeling-and-packaging-requirements/article-3-labeling-requirements/section-17410-universal-symbol
https://casetext.com/statute/colorado-revised-statutes/title-44-revenue-regulation-of-activities/marijuana-regulation/article-10-regulated-marijuana/part-2-state-licensing-authority/section-44-10-203-effective-until112023state-licensing-authority-rules
https://casetext.com/statute/colorado-revised-statutes/title-44-revenue-regulation-of-activities/marijuana-regulation/article-10-regulated-marijuana/part-2-state-licensing-authority/section-44-10-203-effective-until112023state-licensing-authority-rules
https://casetext.com/regulation/colorado-administrative-code/department-200-department-of-revenue/division-212-marijuana-enforcement-division/rule-1-ccr-212-3-retail-marijuana-rules/part-1-ccr-212-3-3-regulated-marijuana-business-operations/section-1-ccr-212-3-3-1000-series-labeling-packaging-and-product-safety/section-1-ccr-212-3-3-1005-packaging-and-labeling-minimum-requirements-prior-to-transfer-to-a-regulated-marijuana-business-except-to-a-regulated-marijuana-testing-facility
https://casetext.com/regulation/colorado-administrative-code/department-200-department-of-revenue/division-212-marijuana-enforcement-division/rule-1-ccr-212-3-retail-marijuana-rules/part-1-ccr-212-3-3-regulated-marijuana-business-operations/section-1-ccr-212-3-3-1000-series-labeling-packaging-and-product-safety/section-1-ccr-212-3-3-1005-packaging-and-labeling-minimum-requirements-prior-to-transfer-to-a-regulated-marijuana-business-except-to-a-regulated-marijuana-testing-facility
https://casetext.com/regulation/colorado-administrative-code/department-200-department-of-revenue/division-212-marijuana-enforcement-division/rule-1-ccr-212-3-retail-marijuana-rules/part-1-ccr-212-3-3-regulated-marijuana-business-operations/section-1-ccr-212-3-3-1000-series-labeling-packaging-and-product-safety/section-1-ccr-212-3-3-1010-packaging-and-labeling-general-requirements-prior-to-transfer-to-a-patient-or-consumer
https://casetext.com/regulation/colorado-administrative-code/department-200-department-of-revenue/division-212-marijuana-enforcement-division/rule-1-ccr-212-3-retail-marijuana-rules/part-1-ccr-212-3-3-regulated-marijuana-business-operations/section-1-ccr-212-3-3-1000-series-labeling-packaging-and-product-safety/section-1-ccr-212-3-3-1010-packaging-and-labeling-general-requirements-prior-to-transfer-to-a-patient-or-consumer
https://casetext.com/regulation/colorado-administrative-code/department-200-department-of-revenue/division-212-marijuana-enforcement-division/rule-1-ccr-212-3-retail-marijuana-rules/part-1-ccr-212-3-3-regulated-marijuana-business-operations/section-1-ccr-212-3-3-1000-series-labeling-packaging-and-product-safety/section-1-ccr-212-3-3-1010-packaging-and-labeling-general-requirements-prior-to-transfer-to-a-patient-or-consumer
https://casetext.com/regulation/colorado-administrative-code/department-200-department-of-revenue/division-212-marijuana-enforcement-division/rule-1-ccr-212-3-retail-marijuana-rules/part-1-ccr-212-3-3-regulated-marijuana-business-operations/section-1-ccr-212-3-3-1000-series-labeling-packaging-and-product-safety/section-1-ccr-212-3-3-1015-additional-labeling-requirements-prior-to-transfer-to-a-patient-or-consumer
https://casetext.com/regulation/colorado-administrative-code/department-200-department-of-revenue/division-212-marijuana-enforcement-division/rule-1-ccr-212-3-retail-marijuana-rules/part-1-ccr-212-3-3-regulated-marijuana-business-operations/section-1-ccr-212-3-3-1000-series-labeling-packaging-and-product-safety/section-1-ccr-212-3-3-1015-additional-labeling-requirements-prior-to-transfer-to-a-patient-or-consumer
https://eregulations.ct.gov/eRegsPortal/Search/getDocument?guid=%7bC0853383-0000-CD14-B6F8-F7D408B9CDBD%7d
https://eregulations.ct.gov/eRegsPortal/Search/getDocument?guid=%7bC0853383-0000-CD14-B6F8-F7D408B9CDBD%7d
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https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/041007050K55-21.htm
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/041007050K55-21.htm
https://casetext.com/regulation/illinois-administrative-code/title-8-agriculture-and-animals/part-1300-cannabis-regulation-and-tax-act/subpart-j-cannabis-packaging-and-labeling/section-1300940-warnings
https://casetext.com/regulation/illinois-administrative-code/title-8-agriculture-and-animals/part-1300-cannabis-regulation-and-tax-act/subpart-j-cannabis-packaging-and-labeling/section-1300940-warnings
https://www.maine.gov/dafs/ocp/adult-use/rules-statutes/18-691-C.M.R.-ch.-1
https://www.maine.gov/dafs/ocp/adult-use/rules-statutes/18-691-C.M.R.-ch.-1
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXV/Chapter94G/Section4
https://casetext.com/regulation/code-of-massachusetts-regulations/department-935-cmr-cannabis-control-commission/title-935-cmr-500000-adult-use-of-marijuana/section-500105-general-operational-requirements-for-marijuana-establishments
https://casetext.com/regulation/code-of-massachusetts-regulations/department-935-cmr-cannabis-control-commission/title-935-cmr-500000-adult-use-of-marijuana/section-500105-general-operational-requirements-for-marijuana-establishments
https://regulations.justia.com/states/massachusetts/935-cmr/title-935-cmr-500-000/section-500-150/
https://regulations.justia.com/states/massachusetts/935-cmr/title-935-cmr-500-000/section-500-150/
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(pihgpkfo4kjranbbqkkibgaj))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-333-27958
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(pihgpkfo4kjranbbqkkibgaj))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-333-27958
https://casetext.com/regulation/michigan-administrative-code/department-licensing-and-regulatory-affairs/marijuana-regulatoty-agency/marihuana-sale-or-transfer/section-r-420504-marihuana-product-sale-or-transfer-labeling-and-packaging-requirements
https://casetext.com/regulation/michigan-administrative-code/department-licensing-and-regulatory-affairs/marijuana-regulatoty-agency/marihuana-sale-or-transfer/section-r-420504-marihuana-product-sale-or-transfer-labeling-and-packaging-requirements
https://casetext.com/statute/montana-code/title-16-alcohol-and-tobacco/chapter-12-marijuana-regulation-and-taxation/part-2-licensing-and-regulation/section-16-12-215-required-warning-labels
https://casetext.com/statute/montana-code/title-16-alcohol-and-tobacco/chapter-12-marijuana-regulation-and-taxation/part-2-licensing-and-regulation/section-16-12-215-required-warning-labels
https://casetext.com/regulation/montana-administrative-code/department-42-revenue/chapter-4239-cannabis-control/subchapter-42393-quality-assurance-packaging-and-labeling/rule-4239314-general-labeling-requirements
https://casetext.com/regulation/montana-administrative-code/department-42-revenue/chapter-4239-cannabis-control/subchapter-42393-quality-assurance-packaging-and-labeling/rule-4239314-general-labeling-requirements
https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=42%2E39%2E316
https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=42%2E39%2E316
https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/ruleno.asp?RN=42%2E39%2E318
https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/ruleno.asp?RN=42%2E39%2E318
https://casetext.com/statute/nevada-revised-statutes/title-56-regulation-of-cannabis/chapter-678b-licensing-and-control-of-cannabis/production-and-distribution-of-cannabis/requirements-concerning-operation-of-cannabis-establishments/section-678b520-labeling-and-packaging
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nac/NAC-453D.html
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nac/NAC-453D.html
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nac/NAC-453D.html
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https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nac/NAC-453D.html
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nac/NAC-453D.html
https://casetext.com/statute/new-jersey-statutes/title-24-food-and-drugs/chapter-246i/section-246i-35-regulation-of-cannabis
https://casetext.com/regulation/new-jersey-administrative-code/title-17-treasury-general/chapter-30-personal-use-cannabis-rules/subchapter-13-release-for-distribution-packaging-and-labeling-of-cannabis-items/section-1730-133-cannabis-item-labeling-requirements
https://casetext.com/regulation/new-jersey-administrative-code/title-17-treasury-general/chapter-30-personal-use-cannabis-rules/subchapter-13-release-for-distribution-packaging-and-labeling-of-cannabis-items/section-1730-133-cannabis-item-labeling-requirements
https://casetext.com/regulation/new-jersey-administrative-code/title-17-treasury-general/chapter-30-personal-use-cannabis-rules/subchapter-13-release-for-distribution-packaging-and-labeling-of-cannabis-items/section-1730-136-cannabis-item-packaging-and-labeling-universal-symbol
https://casetext.com/regulation/new-jersey-administrative-code/title-17-treasury-general/chapter-30-personal-use-cannabis-rules/subchapter-13-release-for-distribution-packaging-and-labeling-of-cannabis-items/section-1730-136-cannabis-item-packaging-and-labeling-universal-symbol
https://casetext.com/statute/new-mexico-statutes-1978/chapter-26-drugs-and-cosmetics/article-2c-cannabis-regulation/section-26-2c-17-cannabis-products-packaging-and-labeling-division-rulemaking
https://casetext.com/statute/new-mexico-statutes-1978/chapter-26-drugs-and-cosmetics/article-2c-cannabis-regulation/section-26-2c-17-cannabis-products-packaging-and-labeling-division-rulemaking
https://casetext.com/regulation/new-mexico-administrative-code/title-16-occupational-and-professional-licensing/chapter-8-commercial-and-medical-cannabis/part-3-effective412022packaging-labeling-advertising-marketing-and-commercial-display-requirements-for-cannabis-products/section-16839-effective412022cannabis-finished-product-labeling
https://casetext.com/regulation/new-mexico-administrative-code/title-16-occupational-and-professional-licensing/chapter-8-commercial-and-medical-cannabis/part-3-effective412022packaging-labeling-advertising-marketing-and-commercial-display-requirements-for-cannabis-products/section-16839-effective412022cannabis-finished-product-labeling
https://casetext.com/regulation/new-mexico-administrative-code/title-16-occupational-and-professional-licensing/chapter-8-commercial-and-medical-cannabis/part-3-effective412022packaging-labeling-advertising-marketing-and-commercial-display-requirements-for-cannabis-products/section-168310-effective412022cannabis-seed-and-immature-cannabis-plant-labeling
https://casetext.com/regulation/new-mexico-administrative-code/title-16-occupational-and-professional-licensing/chapter-8-commercial-and-medical-cannabis/part-3-effective412022packaging-labeling-advertising-marketing-and-commercial-display-requirements-for-cannabis-products/section-168310-effective412022cannabis-seed-and-immature-cannabis-plant-labeling
https://cannabis.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/11/part_114_cannabinoid_hemp_regulation_11-10-21.pdf
https://law.justia.com/codes/oregon/2021/volume-14/chapter-475c/section-475c-604/
https://law.justia.com/codes/oregon/2021/volume-14/chapter-475c/section-475c-604/
https://oregon.public.law/rules/oar_845-025-7030
https://oregon.public.law/rules/oar_845-025-7030
https://oregon.public.law/rules/oar_845-025-7030
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewSingleRule.action?ruleVrsnRsn=287940
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewSingleRule.action?ruleVrsnRsn=287940
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewSingleRule.action?ruleVrsnRsn=287940
https://ccb.vermont.gov/sites/ccb/files/2022-03/Rule%202%20-%20Regulation%20of%20Cannabis%20Establishments.pdf
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‘ Health Warnings Universal Symbol
State | Citation General Font | Font Required Delayed @ Driving / Pregnant/ Children | Not Univers | Required Required
Requirement | Requirements | Location onset operating  Breast- and Safe for  al Size of Location
for Label for Warning for machinery feeding Animals | Kids Symbol | Symbol
edibles Icon
1/4 inch by
1/4 inch
VA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
WA WA ADC 314-55- | No No No Yes Yes No No Yes®® Yes 3/4inch by | Principal
105; WA ADC 3/4 inch; display panel
314-55-106 legible, or front of the
readily package
visible

This document was developed by Brianne Schell, JD, MA. The Network for Public Health Law provides information and technical assistance on issues related to
public health. The legal information and assistance provided in this document does not constitute legal advice or legal representation. For legal advice, please
consult specific legal counsel.

Updated: October 24, 2022

' Edible cannabis products must include “cannabis infused” or “cannabis-infused” above the product identity on the primary label in bold type and a font size larger than size 6. 4 CA ADC § 17405.
2 The universal symbol must be “visible” on cartridges and vaporizers.

3 Except for vaporizers and the like.

4 Only required on main product label on quarterly rotation with three other warnings; always required on extended label, package insert, or accessible via QR code.
5 Does require an icon indicating that the product is only safe and legal for individuals over 21.

5 Text must be “legible.”

7 Must be legible and surrounded by a continuous heavy line.

8 Law gives examples of legible fonts: Times New Roman, Arial, and Helvetica.

¢ Unless the product is small and does not have sufficient space.

' Text on accompanying materials and warnings must be at least size 12 font.

" Only needs to be included in accompanying warnings, not on the label.

2 Must be labeled clearly and unambiguously with “THIS PRODUCT CONTAINS CANNABIS” or “THIS IS A MARIJUANA PRODUCT” in bold type.
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https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=314-55-105
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=314-55-105
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=314-55-106
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=314-55-106
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'8 Not required on princi

'S Must be placed on the principal display panel.
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	This fact sheet surveys cannabis product labeling laws in states that have legalized adult-use cannabis. Product labeling is a critical public health tool for consumer education and safety. Product labels help consumers make informed decisions and hel...

