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This table provides state statutory and regulatory authorities for emergency declarations in all 50 U.S. States and the District of Columbia. It includes emergency 
declarations, public health emergency declarations, and other types of declarations that may relate to the public’s health as categorized in columns I - IV.  
 

I. Emergency/Disaster provides citations and hyperlinks to legal authorities for state declarations of “emergency,” “disaster,” and similar terms (as 
noted in the references) in all 51 jurisdictions.1  

II. Public Health Emergency lists legal authorities for specific declarations of a “public health emergency,” which may be based on the Model State 
Emergency Health Powers Act (MSEHPA),2 or other statutory bases for emergency/disaster declarations premised on public health concerns. These 
authorities were identified in 35 jurisdictions.  

III. Other Declarations catalogs select, illustrative types of other declarations that may also relate to public health, as identified in 50 jurisdictions. *Note 
that additional types of emergency declarations unrelated to public health are not included.3   

IV. Posted Declarations hyperlinks existing online archives of active or expired declarations. These links are illustrative only and may not be  
comprehensive.  

State 
I. Emergency/ 

Disaster 
II. Public Health 

Emergency III. Other Declarations IV. Posted Declarations 

AL ALA. CODE § 31-9-8 ALA. CODE § 31-9-
8(a) 

Air Pollution Emergencies (ALA. CODE § 22-28-21);  
Drought Emergency Conditions (ALA. CODE § 9-13-140) 

http://www.ema.alabama.gov   
http://governor.alabama.gov/newsroom/ca
tegory/executive-orders/ 

 

EMERGENCY DECLARATION AUTHORITIES ACROSS ALL STATES AND D.C. 
Table 

http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/codeofalabama/1975/31-9-8.htm
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/codeofalabama/1975/31-9-8.htm
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/codeofalabama/1975/31-9-8.htm
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/codeofalabama/1975/22-28-21.htm
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/codeofalabama/1975/9-13-140.htm
http://www.ema.alabama.gov/
http://governor.alabama.gov/newsroom/category/executive-orders/
http://governor.alabama.gov/newsroom/category/executive-orders/
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State 
I. Emergency/ 

Disaster 
II. Public Health 

Emergency III. Other Declarations IV. Posted Declarations 

AK ALASKA STAT. § 
26.23.020 

ALASKA STAT. 
§18.15.3904 

Hazardous Substance Declaration (ALASKA STAT. § 29.60.560) 
Terrorist Attack and or National Security Emergency 
Declaration (ALASKA STAT. § 26.20.040) 
 

http://gov.state.ak.us/admin-
orders/index.php 

AZ ARIZ. REV. STAT. 
ANN. §§ 35-192, 
26-303(D) 

ARIZ. REV. STAT. ANN. 
§ 36-7875 

Hazardous Substance or Pollutant (ARIZ. REV. STAT. ANN. § 49-
282.02) 
Local Emergency (ARIZ. REV. STAT. ANN. § 26-311) 
 
 

http://www.azgovernor.gov/newsroom/Go
v_DE.asp 

AR ARK. CODE ANN. § 
12-75-107 

007-18-2 ARK. CODE 
R. § VI(B)6 

Hazardous Substances Emergency (ARK. CODE ANN. § 8-7-214) 
Local Disaster Emergency (ARK. CODE ANN. § 12-75-108) 
 

http://governor.arkansas.gov/proclamation
s/detail 

 
CA 

CAL. GOV'T CODE §§ 
8625,7 14970, 
141208 

 Local Emergency (CAL. GOV'T CODE § 8630);  
State of War Emergency (CAL. GOV'T CODE §§ 8558, 8620); 
Local Health Emergency (CAL. HEALTH & SAFETY CODE § 
101080) 

http://gov.ca.gov/s_executiveorders.php 
http://gov.ca.gov/s_proclamations.php 

CO COLO. REV. STAT. § 
24-33.5-704 

 Local Disaster Emergency (COLO. REV. STAT. § 24-33.5-709) http://www.coemergency.com 

CT CONN. GEN. STAT. §§ 
28-9,9 13b-4d10  

CONN. GEN. STAT. § 
19a-131a 

Air Pollution Emergency (CONN. AGENCIES REGS. § 22a-174-6);   
Public Drinking Water Supply Emergency (CONN. GEN. STAT. § 
25-32b);  
Water Supply Emergency (CONN. GEN. STAT. § 22a-378) 

http://www.governor.ct.gov/malloy/cwp/vie
w.asp?a=11&Q=470854 

DE DEL. CODE ANN. tit. 
20, § 3115 

DEL. CODE ANN. tit. 
20, § 3132  

Air Pollution Emergency Plan (CODE DEL. REGS. 1115-1.0) 
Areawide Rabies Emergency (DEL. CODE ANN. tit.3, § 8211(c)) 

http://dema.delaware.gov/news.shtml 
http://governor.delaware.gov/orders/index.
shtml 

DC D.C. CODE § 7-2304, 
D.C. MUN. REGS. tit. 
24, § 2200 

D.C. CODE §§ 7-2304, 
7-2304.01 

Emergency Energy Shortage (D.C. CODE ANN. § 8-
171.04(g)(5)(B)) 

http://mayor.dc.gov/newsroom 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#26.23.020
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#26.23.020
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#18.15.390
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#18.15.390
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#29.60.560
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/statutes.asp#26.23.040
http://gov.state.ak.us/admin-orders/index.php
http://gov.state.ak.us/admin-orders/index.php
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/35/00192.htm&Title=35&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/35/00192.htm&Title=35&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/26/00303.htm&Title=26&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/36/00787.htm&Title=36&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/36/00787.htm&Title=36&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/49/00282-02.htm&Title=49&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/49/00282-02.htm&Title=49&DocType=ARS
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/26/00311.htm&Title=26&DocType=ARS
http://www.azgovernor.gov/newsroom/Gov_DE.asp
http://www.azgovernor.gov/newsroom/Gov_DE.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
http://170.94.37.152/REGS/007.18.09-001F-10650.pdf
http://170.94.37.152/REGS/007.18.09-001F-10650.pdf
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
http://governor.arkansas.gov/proclamations/detail
http://governor.arkansas.gov/proclamations/detail
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&division=1.&title=2.&part=&chapter=7.&article=13.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&division=1.&title=2.&part=&chapter=7.&article=13.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&division=3.&title=2.&part=5.5.&chapter=11.&article=
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&division=3.&title=2.&part=5.&chapter=2.&article=2.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&division=1.&title=2.&part=&chapter=7.&article=14.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&division=1.&title=2.&part=&chapter=7.&article=2.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&division=1.&title=2.&part=&chapter=7.&article=12.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&division=101.&title=&part=3.&chapter=2.&article=2.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&division=101.&title=&part=3.&chapter=2.&article=2.
http://gov.ca.gov/s_executiveorders.php
http://gov.ca.gov/s_proclamations.php
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado?source=COLO;CODE&tocpath=1W8KUUS008YBS4JDA,2TSKVHQBIS9AOUSCX,3LSIKKF5U9K86ELHP;1OMPPIK8IJ9HPC5W9,2TSS9Q0BSW4H99I0S,3DTPRK73VUS0SHOWO;1S5FH1SGS082IWSJB,23LG0Z3KKOURSSS8M,3A9MVWS7EPMOM5Q5J&shortheader=no
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado?source=COLO;CODE&tocpath=1W8KUUS008YBS4JDA,2TSKVHQBIS9AOUSCX,3LSIKKF5U9K86ELHP;1OMPPIK8IJ9HPC5W9,2TSS9Q0BSW4H99I0S,3DTPRK73VUS0SHOWO;1S5FH1SGS082IWSJB,23LG0Z3KKOURSSS8M,3A9MVWS7EPMOM5Q5J&shortheader=no
http://tornado.state.co.us/gov_dir/leg_dir/olls/sl2012a/sl_240.htm
http://www.coemergency.com/
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2011/pub/chap517.htm#Sec28-9.htm
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2011/pub/chap517.htm#Sec28-9.htm
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2011/pub/chap242.htm#Sec13b-4d.htm
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2011/pub/chap368a.htm#Sec19a-131a.htm
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2011/pub/chap368a.htm#Sec19a-131a.htm
http://www.sots.ct.gov/sots/lib/sots/regulations/title_22a/174.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2011/pub/chap474.htm#Sec25-32b.htm
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2011/pub/chap474.htm#Sec25-32b.htm
http://www.cga.ct.gov/2011/pub/chap446i.htm#Sec22a-378.htm
http://www.governor.ct.gov/malloy/cwp/view.asp?a=11&Q=470854
http://www.governor.ct.gov/malloy/cwp/view.asp?a=11&Q=470854
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title20/c031/sc03/index.shtml
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title20/c031/sc03/index.shtml
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title20/c031/sc05/index.shtml
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title20/c031/sc05/index.shtml
http://regulations.delaware.gov/AdminCode/title7/1000/1100/1115.shtml
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title3/c082/sc01/index.shtml
http://dema.delaware.gov/news.shtml
http://governor.delaware.gov/orders/index.shtml
http://governor.delaware.gov/orders/index.shtml
http://dccode.org/simple/sections/7-2304.html
http://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Gateway/RuleHome.aspx?RuleNumber=24-2200
http://www.dcregs.dc.gov/Gateway/RuleHome.aspx?RuleNumber=24-2200
http://dccode.org/simple/sections/7-2304.html
http://dccode.org/simple/sections/7-2304.01.html
http://dccode.org/simple/sections/8-171.04.html
http://dccode.org/simple/sections/8-171.04.html
http://mayor.dc.gov/newsroom
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State 
I. Emergency/ 

Disaster 
II. Public Health 

Emergency III. Other Declarations IV. Posted Declarations 

FL FLA. STAT. §§ 
252.35, 252.36 

FLA. STAT. § 
381.00315 

Water Shortage Emergency (FLA. STAT. § 373.246; FLA. ADMIN. 
CODE ANN. r. 40E-21.331) 

http://www.flgov.com/all-executive-orders/ 

GA GA. CODE ANN. § 38-
3-51 

GA. CODE ANN. § 38-
3-51(a) 

Air Pollution Emergency (GA. COMP. R. & REGS. 391-3-1-.04) 
 

http://gov.georgia.gov/executive-orders 

HI HAW. REV. STAT. § 
127A-14 

 Tourism Emergency (HAW. REV. STAT. § 201B-9);11  
Water Supply Emergency (HAW. CODE R. § 13-171-50)  
 

http://governor.hawaii.gov/newsroom/exec
utive-orders/ 

 
 
ID 

IDAHO CODE ANN. § 
46-100812 

 Drought Emergency (IDAHO CODE ANN. § 42-222A);13  
Local Disaster Emergencies (Idaho Code Ann. § 46-1011) 
 

http://gov.idaho.gov/mediacenter/execord
ers/index.html 

IL 20 ILL. COMP. STAT. 
3305/7 

20 ILL. COMP. STAT. 
3305/414 

Environmental Emergency (415 ILL. COMP. STAT. 5/34, ILL. 
ADMIN. CODE tit. 35, § 244.165);  
Local Disaster Declaration (20 ILL. COMP. STAT. 3305/11) 

http://www.illinois.gov/Government/ExecO
rders/Pages/default.aspx 

IN IND. CODE § 10-14-3-
12 

IND. CODE ANN. § 10-
14-3-1(b)(23)15 

Air Pollution Emergency (326 IND. ADMIN. CODE 1-5-4);  
Blood Shortage Emergency (IND. CODE § 16-41-12-18);16  
Drought Emergency (312 IND. ADMIN. CODE 6.3-5-2); 
Energy Emergency (IND. CODE § 10-14-3-13);17  
Freshwater Lake Emergency (IND. CODE § 14-25-5-7);18  
Ground Water Emergency (IND. CODE § 14-25-4-9);  
Local Disaster Emergency (IND. CODE § 10-14-3-29) 

http://www.in.gov/gov/2384.htm 

IA IOWA CODE § 29C.6 IOWA CODE § 29C.619 State of Public Disorder Emergency (IOWA CODE § 29C.3)  http://www.iowahomelandsecurity.org/quic
k_links/current_disaster.html 
https://governor.iowa.gov/news/executive-
orders/ 

KS KAN. STAT. ANN. § 
48-92420 

 Local Disaster Emergency (KAN. STAT. ANN. § 48-932) http://www.kansastag.gov/kdem.asp?Pag
eID=434 
https://governor.ks.gov/media-
room/executive-orders 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0200-0299/0252/Sections/0252.35.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0200-0299/0252/Sections/0252.35.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0200-0299/0252/Sections/0252.36.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0381/Sections/0381.00315.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0381/Sections/0381.00315.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0373/Sections/0373.246.html
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=40E-21.331
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=40E-21.331
http://www.flgov.com/all-executive-orders/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/
http://rules.sos.state.ga.us/gac/391-3-1
http://gov.georgia.gov/executive-orders
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0127A/HRS_0127A-0014.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0127A/HRS_0127A-0014.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol04_Ch0201-0257/HRS0201B/HRS_0201B-0009.htm
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/regulations/13-171.pdf
http://governor.hawaii.gov/newsroom/executive-orders/
http://governor.hawaii.gov/newsroom/executive-orders/
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title46/T46CH10SECT46-1008.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title46/T46CH10SECT46-1008.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title42/T42CH2SECT42-222A.htm
http://gov.idaho.gov/mediacenter/execorders/index.html
http://gov.idaho.gov/mediacenter/execorders/index.html
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=368&ChapterID=5
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=368&ChapterID=5
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=368&ChapterID=5
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=368&ChapterID=5
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=041500050HTit%2E+VIII&ActID=1585&ChapterID=36&SeqStart=40900000&SeqEnd=41700000
http://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/035/035002440D01650R.html
http://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/035/035002440D01650R.html
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=368&ChapterID=5
http://www.illinois.gov/Government/ExecOrders/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.illinois.gov/Government/ExecOrders/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/2010/title10/ar14/ch3.pdf
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/2010/title10/ar14/ch3.pdf
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title10/ar14/ch3.html
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title10/ar14/ch3.html
http://www.in.gov/legislative/iac/T03260/A00010.PDF?&iacv=iac20060701
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/2010/title16/ar41/ch12.pdf
http://www.in.gov/legislative/iac/T03120/A00063.PDF
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/2010/title10/ar14/ch3.pdf
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/2010/title14/ar25/ch5.pdf
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/2010/title14/ar25/ch4.pdf
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/2010/title10/ar14/ch3.pdf
http://www.in.gov/gov/2384.htm
https://coolice.legis.iowa.gov/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=IowaCode&ga=83&input=29C.6
https://coolice.legis.iowa.gov/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=IowaCode&ga=83&input=29C.6
http://coolice.legis.iowa.gov/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=IowaCode&ga=83&input=29C.3
http://www.iowahomelandsecurity.org/quick_links/current_disaster.html
http://www.iowahomelandsecurity.org/quick_links/current_disaster.html
https://governor.iowa.gov/news/executive-orders/
https://governor.iowa.gov/news/executive-orders/
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2013_14/statute/048_000_0000_chapter/048_009_0000_article/048_009_0024_section/048_009_0024_k/
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2013_14/statute/048_000_0000_chapter/048_009_0000_article/048_009_0024_section/048_009_0024_k/
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2013_14/statute/048_000_0000_chapter/048_009_0000_article/048_009_0032_section/048_009_0032_k/
http://www.kansastag.gov/kdem.asp?PageID=434
http://www.kansastag.gov/kdem.asp?PageID=434
https://governor.ks.gov/media-room/executive-orders
https://governor.ks.gov/media-room/executive-orders
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State 
I. Emergency/ 

Disaster 
II. Public Health 

Emergency III. Other Declarations IV. Posted Declarations 

KY KY. REV. STAT. ANN. 
§ 39A.10021 

 Emergency Authority for Pharmacists (KY. REV. STAT. ANN. § 
315.500) 

http://kyem.ky.gov/DisasterNews/Pages/d
efault.aspx 
http://migration.kentucky.gov/Newsroom/g
overnor/ 

LA LA. REV. STAT. ANN. 
§ 29:72422 

LA. REV. STAT. ANN. § 
29:766(A) 

Local Disaster Emergency (LA. REV. STAT. ANN. § 29:727);23  
Pesticide Emergency (LA. ADMIN. CODE tit. 7, § 2905)24  

http://www.gov.state.la.us/index.cfm?md=
newsroom&tmp=home&catID=9 
http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/Defaul
t.aspx?tabid=2570 

ME ME. REV. STAT. tit. 
37-B, § 742(1) 

ME. REV. STAT. tit. 22, 
§§ 802(2),25  802(2-
A)26 

Energy Emergency (ME. REV. STAT. tit. 37-B, § 742(2));27  
Marine Resources Emergency (ME. REV. STAT. tit. 12, § 6171-
A);28  
Oil Spill Emergency (ME. REV. STAT. tit. 37-B, § 742(3));29 
Uncontrolled Hazardous Substance Emergency (ME. REV. 
STAT. tit. 38, § 1368)30  

http://www.maine.gov/governor/lepage/offi
cial_documents/index.shtml  

MD MD. CODE ANN., PUB. 
SAFETY § 14-107 

MD. CODE ANN., PUB. 
SAFETY § 14-3A-0231 

Air Pollution Episode Criteria (MD. CODE REGS. 26.11.05.03);32  
Local State of Emergency (MD. CODE ANN., PUB. SAFETY § 14-
111);33  
Snow Emergency (MD. CODE ANN., TRANSP. § 21-1119)34  

http://news.maryland.gov/mema/category/
emergency-news/ 
http://governor.maryland.gov/category/pre
ss-releases/ 

MA 1950 Mass. Acts ch. 
639, § 535 
 

105 MASS. CODE 
REGS. 451.41036 

Air Pollution Emergency (MASS. GEN. LAWS ch. 111, § 2B);37  
Energy Emergency (MASS. GEN. LAWS ch. 25A, § 8);38  
Water Emergency (MASS. GEN. LAWS ch. 21G, § 15)39 
Emergency Vaccine Distribution (MASS. GEN. LAWS ch. 111 § 
5A) 

http://www.mass.gov/alert/alertlanding.ht
ml 
http://www.mass.gov/governor/legislatione
xecorder/execorders/ 

MI MICH. COMP. LAWS § 
30.403 

MICH. COMP. LAWS §§ 
10.122; 10.12540 

Animal Emergency (MICH. COMP. LAWS § 287.710);41  
Energy Emergency (MICH. COMP. LAWS § 10.83);42   
Hazardous Waste Emergency (MICH. ADMIN. CODE r. 
299.9902);43  
Heightened State of Terror Alert (MICH. COMP. LAWS § 
30.421);44  
Local Emergency (MICH. COMP. LAWS § 30.410)45  

http://www.michigan.gov/snyder/0,4668,7-
277-57632---,00.html 

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=21704
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=21704
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=31049
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=31049
http://kyem.ky.gov/DisasterNews/Pages/default.aspx
http://kyem.ky.gov/DisasterNews/Pages/default.aspx
http://migration.kentucky.gov/Newsroom/governor/
http://migration.kentucky.gov/Newsroom/governor/
http://legis.la.gov/Legis/law.aspx?d=85670
http://legis.la.gov/Legis/law.aspx?d=85670
http://legis.la.gov/Legis/law.aspx?d=207682
http://legis.la.gov/Legis/law.aspx?d=207682
http://legis.la.gov/Legis/law.aspx?d=85673
http://www.doa.la.gov/Pages/osr/lac/books.aspx
http://www.gov.state.la.us/index.cfm?md=newsroom&tmp=home&catID=9
http://www.gov.state.la.us/index.cfm?md=newsroom&tmp=home&catID=9
http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/Default.aspx?tabid=2570
http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/Default.aspx?tabid=2570
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/37-B/title37-Bsec742.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/37-B/title37-Bsec742.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/22/title22sec802.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/22/title22sec802.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/22/title22sec802.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/22/title22sec802.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/37-b/title37-Bsec742.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/12/title12sec6171-A.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/12/title12sec6171-A.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/37-b/title37-Bsec742.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/38/title38sec1368.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/38/title38sec1368.html
http://www.maine.gov/governor/lepage/official_documents/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/governor/lepage/official_documents/index.shtml
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/
http://www.dsd.state.md.us/comar/getfile.aspx?file=26.11.05.03.htm
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mdcode/
http://news.maryland.gov/mema/category/emergency-news/
http://news.maryland.gov/mema/category/emergency-news/
http://governor.maryland.gov/category/press-releases/
http://governor.maryland.gov/category/press-releases/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB0QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mass.gov%2Feopss%2Fdocs%2Fmema%2Femd-advisory-committee%2Fappendix-b%2Fstate-and-federal-em-laws%2Fchapter-639-acts-of-1950-civil-defense-act.doc&ei=rM6gU421FY2AogTB9IDIDw&usg=AFQjCNFyUiTNTBkm4_FwzcpOw0MXVwbYww&bvm=bv.69137298,d.cGU
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CB0QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mass.gov%2Feopss%2Fdocs%2Fmema%2Femd-advisory-committee%2Fappendix-b%2Fstate-and-federal-em-laws%2Fchapter-639-acts-of-1950-civil-defense-act.doc&ei=rM6gU421FY2AogTB9IDIDw&usg=AFQjCNFyUiTNTBkm4_FwzcpOw0MXVwbYww&bvm=bv.69137298,d.cGU
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dph/regs/105cmr451.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dph/regs/105cmr451.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXVI/Chapter111/Section2B
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleII/Chapter25A/Section8
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleII/Chapter21G/Section15
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXVI/Chapter111/Section5A
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXVI/Chapter111/Section5A
http://www.mass.gov/alert/alertlanding.html
http://www.mass.gov/alert/alertlanding.html
http://www.mass.gov/governor/legislationexecorder/execorders/
http://www.mass.gov/governor/legislationexecorder/execorders/
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(utivtv450rikw0baspuo4bjj))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-30-403
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(utivtv450rikw0baspuo4bjj))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-30-403
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(i3ws3rm2uqpvaxiuwz5z4fzj))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=mcl-10-122
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(i3ws3rm2uqpvaxiuwz5z4fzj))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=mcl-10-122
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(i3ws3rm2uqpvaxiuwz5z4fzj))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=mcl-10-125
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(j4iusj45gkwyuraklhy1sk55))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-287-710
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4w1nxvb3vnt2b2555u51mje5))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-10-83
http://w3.lara.state.mi.us/orr/Files/AdminCode/1115_2012-108EQ_AdminCode.pdf
http://w3.lara.state.mi.us/orr/Files/AdminCode/1115_2012-108EQ_AdminCode.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(j4iusj45gkwyuraklhy1sk55))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-30-421
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(j4iusj45gkwyuraklhy1sk55))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-30-421
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(utivtv450rikw0baspuo4bjj))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-30-410
http://www.michigan.gov/snyder/0,4668,7-277-57632---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/snyder/0,4668,7-277-57632---,00.html
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State 
I. Emergency/ 

Disaster 
II. Public Health 

Emergency III. Other Declarations IV. Posted Declarations 

MN MINN. STAT. § 
12.3146 

MINN. R. 4735.010047  Air Pollution Emergency (MINN. R. 7009.1030);48   
Energy Supply Emergency (MINN. R. 7620.0210);49  
Local Emergency (MINN. STAT. § 12.29)50 

http://mn.gov/governor/resources/executiv
e-orders/ 

MS MISS. CODE ANN. § 
33-15-11(b)(17),51 
(18)52 

 Air Pollution Emergency (11-2 MISS. CODE R. §3.3);53   
State of War Emergency (MISS. CODE ANN. § 33-15-13)54 

http://www.governorbryant.com/executive-
orders/ 
http://www.msema.org 

MO MO. REV. STAT. § 
44.10055 

 Air Contaminant Emergency (MO. REV. STAT. § 643.090)56 http://governor.mo.gov/orders/ 
http://mda.mo.gov/disaster/ 

MT MONT. CODE ANN. §§ 
10-3-302,  
10-3-30357 

 Energy Emergency (MONT. CODE ANN. § 90-4-310, MONT. 
ADMIN. R. 14.8.211); 58  
Local Disaster (MONT. CODE ANN. § 10-3-403);59 
Local Emergency (MONT. CODE ANN. § 10-3-402);60   
School Closure Emergency (MONT. CODE ANN. § 20-9-806)61 

http://governor.mt.gov/Home/Newsroom.a
spx  

NE NEB. REV. STAT. § 
81-829.40(3)62 

 Local Emergency (NEB. REV. STAT. §  81-829.50);63  
Vital Resource Emergency (NEB. REV. STAT. § 84-164)64 

https://governor.nebraska.gov/press-
releases 

NV NEV. REV. STAT. § 
414.07065 

NEV. REV. STAT. § 
439.970(2) 

Air Pollution Emergency (NEV. REV. STAT. § 445B.560) 
Local Emergency (NEV. REV. STAT. § 414.090);66  
Water or Energy Emergency (NEV. REV. STAT. § 416.090) 

http://gov.nv.gov/News-and-
Media/Executive-Orders/ 

NH N.H. REV. STAT. ANN. 
§ 4:45 

 Oil Discharge Emergency (N.H. REV. STAT. ANN. § 146-A:12);  
Public Water Supply Emergency (N.H. REV. STAT. ANN. § 
485:23) 

http://www.governor.nh.gov/media/orders/
index.htm 

NJ N.J. STAT. ANN. § 
App. A:9-3467 

N.J. STAT. ANN. § 
26:13-3 

Air Pollution Emergency (N.J. REV. STAT. §26:2C-30);  
Local Disaster Emergency (N.J. REV. STAT. § App. A:9-40.5);68  
State of Water Emergency (N.J. REV. STAT. § 58:1A-4) 

http://nj.gov/infobank/circular/eoindex.htm 

NM N.M. STAT. ANN. § 
12-10-469 

N.M. STAT. ANN. § 12-
10A-5 

Energy Supply Emergency (N.M. STAT. ANN. § 12-12-3)70 http://www.governor.state.nm.us/Press_R
eleases.aspx 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=12.31
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=12.31
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/?id=4735.0100
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/?id=7009&view=chapter&keyword_type=all&keyword=7009&redirect=0#rule.7009.1030
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/?id=7620&view=chapter&keyword_type=all&keyword=7620&redirect=0#rule.7620.0210
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=12.29
http://mn.gov/governor/resources/executive-orders/
http://mn.gov/governor/resources/executive-orders/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mscode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mscode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mscode/
http://www.sos.ms.gov/ACProposed/00019631b.pdf
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/mscode/
http://www.governorbryant.com/executive-orders/
http://www.governorbryant.com/executive-orders/
http://www.msema.org/
http://www.moga.mo.gov/mostatutes/stathtml/04400001001.html
http://www.moga.mo.gov/mostatutes/stathtml/04400001001.html
http://www.moga.mo.gov/mostatutes/stathtml/64300000901.html
http://governor.mo.gov/orders/
http://mda.mo.gov/disaster/
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/10/3/10-3-302.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/10/3/10-3-302.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/10/3/10-3-303.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/90/4/90-4-310.htm
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=14%2E8%2E211
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=14%2E8%2E211
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/10/3/10-3-403.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/10/3/10-3-402.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/20/9/20-9-806.htm
http://governor.mt.gov/Home/Newsroom.aspx
http://governor.mt.gov/Home/Newsroom.aspx
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=81-829.40
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=81-829.40
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=81-829.50
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=84-164
https://governor.nebraska.gov/press-releases
https://governor.nebraska.gov/press-releases
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-414.html#NRS414Sec070
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-414.html#NRS414Sec070
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-439.html#NRS439Sec970
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-439.html#NRS439Sec970
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-445B.html#NRS445BSec560
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-414.html#NRS414Sec090
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-416.html#NRS416Sec090
http://gov.nv.gov/News-and-Media/Executive-Orders/
http://gov.nv.gov/News-and-Media/Executive-Orders/
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/I/4/4-45.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/I/4/4-45.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/x/146-a/146-a-mrg.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/l/485/485-mrg.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/l/485/485-mrg.htm
http://www.governor.nh.gov/media/orders/index.htm
http://www.governor.nh.gov/media/orders/index.htm
http://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=30783195&Depth=4&TD=WRAP&advquery=%22App.A%3a9-34%22&headingswithhits=on&infobase=statutes.nfo&rank=&record=%7B194B9%7D&softpage=Doc_Frame_Pg42&wordsaroundhits=2&x=0&y=0&zz=
http://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=30783195&Depth=4&TD=WRAP&advquery=%22App.A%3a9-34%22&headingswithhits=on&infobase=statutes.nfo&rank=&record=%7B194B9%7D&softpage=Doc_Frame_Pg42&wordsaroundhits=2&x=0&y=0&zz=
http://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=30783212&Depth=4&TD=WRAP&advquery=%2226%3a13-3%22&headingswithhits=on&infobase=statutes.nfo&rank=&record=%7BB557%7D&softpage=Doc_Frame_Pg42&wordsaroundhits=2&x=0&y=0&zz=
http://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=30783212&Depth=4&TD=WRAP&advquery=%2226%3a13-3%22&headingswithhits=on&infobase=statutes.nfo&rank=&record=%7BB557%7D&softpage=Doc_Frame_Pg42&wordsaroundhits=2&x=0&y=0&zz=
http://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=209655509&Depth=2&depth=2&expandheadings=on&headingswithhits=on&hitsperheading=on&infobase=statutes.nfo&record=%7BA337%7D&softpage=Doc_Frame_PG42
http://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=209655477&Depth=2&depth=2&expandheadings=on&headingswithhits=on&hitsperheading=on&infobase=statutes.nfo&record=%7B191D4%7D&softpage=Doc_Frame_PG42
http://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=209655509&Depth=2&depth=2&expandheadings=on&headingswithhits=on&hitsperheading=on&infobase=statutes.nfo&record=%7B18914%7D&softpage=Doc_Frame_PG42
http://nj.gov/infobank/circular/eoindex.htm
http://public.nmcompcomm.us/nmpublic/gateway.dll/?f=templates&fn=default.htm
http://public.nmcompcomm.us/nmpublic/gateway.dll/?f=templates&fn=default.htm
http://public.nmcompcomm.us/nmpublic/gateway.dll/?f=templates&fn=default.htm
http://public.nmcompcomm.us/nmpublic/gateway.dll/?f=templates&fn=default.htm
http://public.nmcompcomm.us/nmpublic/gateway.dll/?f=templates&fn=default.htm
http://www.governor.state.nm.us/Press_Releases.aspx
http://www.governor.state.nm.us/Press_Releases.aspx
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State 
I. Emergency/ 

Disaster 
II. Public Health 

Emergency III. Other Declarations IV. Posted Declarations 

NY N.Y. EXEC. LAW § 28 N.Y. PUB. HEALTH 
LAW § 138871 

Local State of Emergency (N.Y. EXEC. LAW § 24) http://www.dhses.ny.gov/recovery/ 
http://www.governor.ny.gov/news 

NC N.C. GEN. STAT. § 
166A-19.20,72 166A-
19.2173 

 

25 N.C. ADMIN. CODE 
§ 1N.0401 

Energy Crisis (N.C. GEN. STAT. § 113B-20);74 
Municipal or County Emergency (N.C. GEN. STAT. § 166A-
19.22);75  
Offshore Oil and Gas Emergency (N.C. GEN. STAT. § 143-
215.94II);76 
Rabies Emergency (N.C. GEN. STAT. § 130A-201);77  
Water Shortage Emergency (N.C. GEN. STAT. § 143-355.3)78 

http://www.governor.state.nc.us/newsroo
m/orders-and-proclamations 

ND N.D. CENT. CODE § 
37-17.1-05 

 Animal Health Emergency (N.D. CENT. CODE § 20.1-08-
04.11);79  
Drought Emergency (N.D. ADMIN. CODE 7-08-01-10, N.D. ADMIN. 
CODE 89-11-01-02);80 
Local Disaster or Emergency (N.D. CENT. CODE § 37-17.1-10)81 

http://governor.nd.gov/media-
center/executive-orders 
http://www.nd.gov/des/news/ 

OH OHIO REV. CODE 
ANN. §§ 5502.22, 
5502.2882 

 Air Pollution Emergency (OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 3704.032);  
Asbestos Public Health  
Emergency  (OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 3710.13(B));83  
Energy Emergency (OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 4935.03);84  
Public Health State of Emergency  (OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 
3715.74)85 

http://www.governor.ohio.gov/MediaRoom
/PressReleases.aspx 
http://ema.ohio.gov/PAO_PressReleases.
aspx  

OK OKLA. STAT. tit. 63, § 
683.986 

OKLA. STAT. tit. 63, § 
640187 

Drought Emergency (OKLA. STAT. tit. 27A, § 2251);  
Local Emergency (OKLA. STAT. tit. 63, § 683.11) 

http://www.ok.gov/OEM/Emergencies_&_
Disasters/index.html 
 

OR OR. REV. STAT. § 
401.165; OR. CONST. 
art. X-A, § 188 

OR. REV. STAT. § 
433.441(1),  OR. 
ADMIN. R. 333-003-
0020, OR. CONST. 
ART. X-A, § 1 (2)(d) 

Local Emergency (OR. REV. STAT. § 401.309) 
 

http://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/Pages/
executive-orders.aspx 

http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/lawssrch.cgi?NVLWO:
http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/lawssrch.cgi?NVLWO:
http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/lawssrch.cgi?NVLWO:
http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/lawssrch.cgi?NVLWO:
http://www.governor.ny.gov/news
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_166A/GS_166A-19.20.html
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_166A/GS_166A-19.20.html
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_166A/GS_166A-19.21.html
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_166A/GS_166A-19.21.html
http://reports.oah.state.nc.us/ncac/title%2025%20-%20state%20human%20resources/chapter%2001%20-%20office%20of%20state%20human%20resources/subchapter%20n/25%20ncac%2001n%20.0401.pdf
http://reports.oah.state.nc.us/ncac/title%2025%20-%20state%20human%20resources/chapter%2001%20-%20office%20of%20state%20human%20resources/subchapter%20n/25%20ncac%2001n%20.0401.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_113B/GS_113B-20.html
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_166A/GS_166A-19.22.html
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_166A/GS_166A-19.22.html
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_143/GS_143-215.94II.html
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_143/GS_143-215.94II.html
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_130A/GS_130A-201.html
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_143/GS_143-355.3.html
http://www.governor.state.nc.us/newsroom/orders-and-proclamations
http://www.governor.state.nc.us/newsroom/orders-and-proclamations
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t37c17-1.pdf?20150612131244
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t37c17-1.pdf?20150612131244
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t20-1c08.pdf?20140609125345
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t20-1c08.pdf?20140609125345
http://www.legis.nd.gov/information/acdata/pdf/7-08-01.pdf?20140609125941
http://www.legis.nd.gov/information/acdata/pdf/89-11-01.pdf?20140609125947
http://www.legis.nd.gov/information/acdata/pdf/89-11-01.pdf?20140609125947
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t37c17-1.pdf?20131125153622
http://governor.nd.gov/media-center/executive-orders
http://governor.nd.gov/media-center/executive-orders
http://www.nd.gov/des/news/
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5502
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5502
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5502
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3704.032
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3710
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4935
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3715
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3715
http://www.governor.ohio.gov/MediaRoom/PressReleases.aspx
http://www.governor.ohio.gov/MediaRoom/PressReleases.aspx
http://ema.ohio.gov/PAO_PressReleases.aspx
http://ema.ohio.gov/PAO_PressReleases.aspx
http://www.oklegislature.gov/osstatuestitle.html
http://www.oklegislature.gov/osstatuestitle.html
http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?CiteID=437815
http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?CiteID=437815
http://www.oklegislature.gov/osstatuestitle.html
http://www.oklegislature.gov/osstatuestitle.html
http://www.ok.gov/OEM/Emergencies_&_Disasters/index.html
http://www.ok.gov/OEM/Emergencies_&_Disasters/index.html
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors401.html
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors401.html
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/Pages/OrConst.aspx
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/Pages/OrConst.aspx
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors433.html
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors433.html
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_300/oar_333/333_003.html
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_300/oar_333/333_003.html
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_300/oar_333/333_003.html
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/Pages/OrConst.aspx
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/Pages/OrConst.aspx
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors401.html
http://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/Pages/executive-orders.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/Pages/executive-orders.aspx
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PA 35 PA. CONS. STAT. 
§ 730189 

 Local Emergency (35 PA. CONS. STAT. § 7501);  
Petroleum Product Shortage Emergency (71 PA. CONS. STAT. 
ANN. § 720.2)90 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.
pt?open=514&objID=1072223&parentna
me=ObjMgr&parentid=396&mode=2 

RI R.I. GEN. LAWS § 30-
15-991 

R.I. GEN. LAWS § 30-
15-292 

Local Disaster Emergency (R.I. GEN. LAWS § 30-15-13) http://www.ri.gov/press/ 
http://www.governor.ri.gov/newsroom/ord
ers/ 

SC S.C. CODE ANN. § 
25-1-440(a)(2) 

S.C. CODE ANN. § 25-
1-440(d)(2); S.C. 
CODE REGS. 61-112 

Drought Emergency (S.C. CODE ANN. § 49-23-80) http://governor.sc.gov/ExecutiveOffice/Pa
ges/ExecutiveOrders.aspx 

SD S.D. CODIFIED LAWS 
§ 34-48A-593 

S.D. CODIFIED LAWS § 
34-22-4294 

 http://news.sd.gov/agencynews.aspx?id=2
1, http://sd.gov/governor/Archives.aspx 

TN TENN. CODE ANN. § 
58-2-107(b)95 

 Local Emergency (TENN. CODE ANN. § 58-8-104) http://www.tnema.org 
 

TX TEX. GOV'T CODE 
ANN. § 418.01496 

TEX. HEALTH & 
SAFETY CODE ANN. §§ 
81.003(7)(a), 
81.082(d); 22 TEX. 
ADMIN. CODE § 
166.1(f)(5)97  

Civil Emergency (TEX. LOC. GOV’T CODE ANN. § 362.002) 
Air Emergency (TEX WATER CODE ANN. § 5.514) 

http://governor.state.tx.us/news/proclamat
ion/ 

UT UTAH CODE ANN. § 
53-2a-206 

UTAH ADMIN. CODE r. 
386-702-11, UTAH 
CODE ANN. § 26-23b-
102, UTAH CODE ANN. 
§ 26-23b-104 

Local Emergency (UTAH CODE ANN. § 53-2a-208) http://www.utah.gov/governor/news_medi
a/index.html 

VT VT. STAT. ANN. tit 20, 
§ 298, VT. STAT. ANN. 
tit 20, § 9 

 Air Pollution Emergency (VT. STAT. ANN. tit 10, § 560) http://governor.vermont.gov/executive_ord
ers 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=35&div=00.&chpt=073.&sctn=001.&subsctn=000.
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=35&div=00.&chpt=073.&sctn=001.&subsctn=000.
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=35&div=00.&chpt=075.&sctn=001.&subsctn=000.
https://govt.westlaw.com/pac/Document/N7070C5B0343911DA8A989F4EECDB8638?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/pac/Document/N7070C5B0343911DA8A989F4EECDB8638?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=1072223&parentname=ObjMgr&parentid=396&mode=2
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=1072223&parentname=ObjMgr&parentid=396&mode=2
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=1072223&parentname=ObjMgr&parentid=396&mode=2
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE30/30-15/30-15-9.HTM
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE30/30-15/30-15-9.HTM
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE30/30-15/30-15-2.HTM
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE30/30-15/30-15-2.HTM
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE30/30-15/30-15-13.HTM
http://www.ri.gov/press/
http://www.governor.ri.gov/newsroom/orders/
http://www.governor.ri.gov/newsroom/orders/
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t25c001.php
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t25c001.php
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t25c001.php
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t25c001.php
http://scstatehouse.gov/query.php?search=DOC&searchtext=61%2016&category=CODEOFREGS&conid=7740273&result_pos=0&keyval=217&numrows=10
http://scstatehouse.gov/query.php?search=DOC&searchtext=61%2016&category=CODEOFREGS&conid=7740273&result_pos=0&keyval=217&numrows=10
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t49c023.php
http://governor.sc.gov/ExecutiveOffice/Pages/ExecutiveOrders.aspx
http://governor.sc.gov/ExecutiveOffice/Pages/ExecutiveOrders.aspx
http://legis.sd.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=34-48A-5
http://legis.sd.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=34-48A-5
http://legis.sd.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=34-22-42
http://legis.sd.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=34-22-42
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/tncode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/tncode/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/tncode/
http://www.tnema.org/
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/GV/htm/GV.418.htm
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/GV/htm/GV.418.htm
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/HS/htm/HS.81.htm
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/HS/htm/HS.81.htm
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/HS/htm/HS.81.htm
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/HS/htm/HS.81.htm#81.041
http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=22&pt=9&ch=166&rl=1
http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=22&pt=9&ch=166&rl=1
http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=22&pt=9&ch=166&rl=1
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/LG/htm/LG.362.htm#362.002
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/WA/htm/WA.5.htm#5.514
http://governor.state.tx.us/news/proclamation/
http://governor.state.tx.us/news/proclamation/
http://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53/Chapter2A/53-2a-S206.html?v=C53-2a-S206_1800010118000101
http://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53/Chapter2A/53-2a-S206.html?v=C53-2a-S206_1800010118000101
http://www.rules.utah.gov/publicat/code/r386/r386-702.htm#T11
http://www.rules.utah.gov/publicat/code/r386/r386-702.htm#T11
http://le.utah.gov:443/xcode/Title26/Chapter23B/26-23b-S102.html?v=C26-23b-S102_1800010118000101
http://le.utah.gov:443/xcode/Title26/Chapter23B/26-23b-S102.html?v=C26-23b-S102_1800010118000101
http://le.utah.gov:443/xcode/Title26/Chapter23B/26-23b-S102.html?v=C26-23b-S102_1800010118000101
http://le.utah.gov:443/xcode/Title26/Chapter23B/26-23b-S104.html
http://le.utah.gov:443/xcode/Title26/Chapter23B/26-23b-S104.html
http://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53/Chapter2A/53-2a-S208.html?v=C53-2a-S208_2015051220150512
http://www.utah.gov/governor/news_media/index.html
http://www.utah.gov/governor/news_media/index.html
http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/20/001/00009
http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/20/001/00009
http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/20/001/00009
http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/20/001/00009
http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/10/023/00560
http://governor.vermont.gov/executive_orders
http://governor.vermont.gov/executive_orders
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State 
I. Emergency/ 

Disaster 
II. Public Health 

Emergency III. Other Declarations IV. Posted Declarations 

VA VA. CODE ANN. §44-
146.16, VA. CODE 
ANN. § 44-146.1799 

VA. CODE ANN. § 44-
146.17100 

Electrical Energy Emergency (VA. CODE ANN. § 56-586.1);101  
Local Emergency (VA. CODE ANN. § 44-146.21) 

http://www.governor.virginia.gov/PolicyOffi
ce/ExecutiveOrders/ 
http://www.vaemergency.gov/news 

WA WASH. REV. CODE §§ 
38.52.050,102 
43.06.210 

WASH. REV. CODE § 
70.119A.030103 

Air Pollution Emergency (WASH. REV. CODE § 70.94.720);  
Energy Supply Emergency (WASH. REV. CODE § 43.21G.040)104 
 

http://www.governor.wa.gov/office-
governor/official-actions/proclamations 
http://disastercenter.com/washingt/washingt.ht
m 

WV W. VA. CODE § 15-5-
6105 

W. VA. CODE R. § 65-
7-2(2.8)106 

Air Pollution Emergency (W. VA. CODE § 22-5-8) http://www.governor.wv.gov/media/pressr
eleases/Pages/default.aspx 

WI WIS. STAT. § 
323.10107 

WIS. STAT. § 323.10 Local Emergency (WIS. STAT. § 323.11) http://walker.wi.gov/newsroom/executive-
orders 

WY WYO. STAT. ANN. §§ 
19-13-102; 19-13-
104108 

WYO. STAT. ANN. § 
35-4-115(a)(1) 

Air, Water or Other Pollution Emergency (WYO. STAT. ANN. § 
35-11-115) 

http://www-
wsl.state.wy.us/sis/wydocs/execorders.ht
ml 
http://governor.wy.gov/media/pressReleas
es/Pages/PressReleases.aspx 

 
Data as of March 15, 2016 
 
Supporters 

 
This table was developed initially by Daniel G. Orenstein, JD, Deputy Director, Network for Public Health Law– Western Region, and Lexi C. White, JD, PhD student and 
legal researcher. Since its original production, it has been updated by legal researchers Asha Agrawal, Sean Aten, and P.J. Judd. Original and updated versions have 
been reviewed by Kim Weidenaar, JD, Deputy Director, Network for Public Health Law– Western Region, and James G. Hodge, Jr., JD, LLM, Director, Network for Public 
Health Law – Western Region, at the Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University. 
 

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title44/chapter3.2/section44-146.16/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title44/chapter3.2/section44-146.16/
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+44-146.17
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+44-146.17
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+44-146.17
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+44-146.17
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+56-586.1
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+44-146.21
http://www.governor.virginia.gov/PolicyOffice/ExecutiveOrders/
http://www.governor.virginia.gov/PolicyOffice/ExecutiveOrders/
http://www.vaemergency.gov/news
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=38.52.050
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=38.52.050
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.06.210
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70.119A.030
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70.119A.030
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70.94.720
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.21G.040
http://www.governor.wa.gov/office-governor/official-actions/proclamations
http://www.governor.wa.gov/office-governor/official-actions/proclamations
http://disastercenter.com/washingt/washingt.htm
http://disastercenter.com/washingt/washingt.htm
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/wvcode/ChapterEntire.cfm?chap=15&art=5&section=6#05
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/wvcode/ChapterEntire.cfm?chap=15&art=5&section=6#05
http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=9247&Format=PDF
http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=9247&Format=PDF
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/legisdocs/code/22/WVC%2022%20%20-%20%205%20%20-%20%20%208%20%20.htm
http://www.governor.wv.gov/media/pressreleases/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.governor.wv.gov/media/pressreleases/Pages/default.aspx
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/323/II/10
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/323/II/10
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/323/II/10
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/323/II/11
http://walker.wi.gov/newsroom/executive-orders
http://walker.wi.gov/newsroom/executive-orders
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/statutes/statutes.aspx?file=titles/Title19/Title19.htm
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/statutes/statutes.aspx?file=titles/Title19/Title19.htm
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/statutes/statutes.aspx?file=titles/Title19/Title19.htm
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/statutes/statutes.aspx?file=titles/Title19/Title19.htm
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/statutes/statutes.aspx?file=titles/Title35/Title35.htm
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/statutes/statutes.aspx?file=titles/Title35/Title35.htm
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/statutes/statutes.aspx?file=titles/Title35/Title35.htm
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/statutes/statutes.aspx?file=titles/Title35/Title35.htm
http://www-wsl.state.wy.us/sis/wydocs/execorders.html
http://www-wsl.state.wy.us/sis/wydocs/execorders.html
http://www-wsl.state.wy.us/sis/wydocs/execorders.html
http://governor.wy.gov/media/pressReleases/Pages/PressReleases.aspx
http://governor.wy.gov/media/pressReleases/Pages/PressReleases.aspx
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The Network for Public Health Law is a national initiative of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation with direction and technical assistance by the Public Health Law 
Center at Mitchell Hamline College of Law. The Network provides information and technical assistance on issues related to public health. The legal information and 
assistance provided in this document does not constitute legal advice or legal representation. For legal advice, please consult specific legal counsel. 

                                                           
1 The search terms “emergency,” “disaster,” “emergency declaration,” “disaster declaration,” “catastrophe” and “emergency proclamation” were used to find these provisions and other emergency 
declarations potentially affecting the public’s health. 
2 The text of the Model State Emergency Health Powers Act (MSEHPA) is available at:  http://biotech.law.lsu.edu/blaw/bt/MSEHPA2.pdf. A Summary Matrix of states which have adopted provisions based 
on the MSEHPA is available at: https://www.networkforphl.org/_asset/80p3y7/MSEHPA-States-Table-022812.pdf. Additionally, cited provisions have been compared to those identified in a recent statutory 
analysis by other researchers in this area. See Lainie Rutkow, et al. The Public Health Workforce and Willingness to Respond to Emergencies: A 50-State Analysis of Potentially Influential Laws, 42(1) J. 
L. MED. & ETHICS 64, 69 (2014). 
3 Examples of such excluded provisions include Alabama’s “Banking Emergency,” authorizing the Superintendent of Banks to declare an emergency bank holiday when an emergency exists and South 
Dakota’s “Major Grasshopper Infestation Emergency,” authorizing the governor to declare an agricultural emergency pursuant to a threat of grasshopper population surge. 
4 Alaska provides for expanded public health authorities during a public health disaster, defined as a disaster emergency due to an outbreak or credible threat of an imminent outbreak of disease (ALASKA 
STAT. §18.15.390). However, there is no separate declaration beyond that in ALASKA STAT. § 26.23.020.  
5 Public health threats may support declaration of an emergency or disaster, and Arizona provides significant public health authority under ARIZ. REV. STAT. ANN. § 36-787(A), among other statutes, but 
state law does not separately authorize declaration of a specific public health emergency. 
6 If the Director of the Arkansas Department of Health determines a public health emergency exists, Arkansas allows the state Department of Health to acquire an emergency water supply, but does not 
specifically authorize declaration of a public health emergency. 
7 California has three types of emergency: “state of war emergency,” “state of emergency” and “local emergency.” All are defined in CAL. GOV’T CODE § 8558. 
8 California also authorizes the director of the Department of Transportation to declare an emergency. 
9 Connecticut refers to emergencies as “Civil Preparedness Emergencies.” 
10 Connecticut also authorizes the director of the Department of Transportation to declare an emergency. 
11 Hawaii authorizes the governor to declare a “tourism emergency” in the event that a terrorist threat, natural disaster, outbreak of disease or other catastrophe affects the tourism industry and tourists 
within the state.  In the event of such a declaration, the governor may provide assistance to tourists within Hawaii as well as those in the tourism industry. 
12 Idaho refers to emergencies as “disaster emergencies.” 
13 Idaho authorizes declaration of drought emergencies by the Department of Water Resources. These declarations only affect administrative processing of water rights. A list of these drought 
emergencies by county is maintained and updated at http://www.idwr.idaho.gov/News/drought/drought.htm.  
14 Illinois defines “public health emergencies” in 20 ILL. COMP. STAT. 3305/4 as among the circumstances supporting a declaration of “disaster.” While Illinois also separately includes a statutory definition of 
“public health emergency” that tracks the MSEHPA in the same section, there is no provision for a separate and distinct type of declaration. 
15 Indiana lists a public health emergency as a condition supporting declaration of a disaster (IND. CODE ANN. § 10-14-3-1(b)(23)), and separately grants authority under IND. CODE ANN. § 10-14-3-19(a) for 
the governor or executive director to establish mobile support units to respond to a public health emergency, but does not provide for a separate declaration of “public health emergency.” 
16 Indiana authorizes blood centers to declare an emergency regarding a shortage of a specific type of blood, but the Department of Public Health must approve the declaration. 
17 Indiana authorizes the governor to declare an energy emergency when there is a shortage of energy supplies “that threatens to seriously disrupt or diminish energy supplies to the extent that life, health, 
or property may be jeopardized” (IND. CODE ANN. § 10-14-3-5). 
18 Indiana authorizes the director the Department of Natural Resources to declare a ground water or surface water emergency when a particular underground well, aquifer, lake, or river appears to be 
excessively depleted or contaminated.  
19 Iowa authorizes declaration of a public health emergency through the same authority as a “state of disaster emergency.” 
20 Kansas refers to emergencies as “disaster emergencies.” 
21 Kentucky also authorizes the chief executive of a county or city to declare an emergency in extreme situations. 
22 Louisiana separately defines “disaster” and “emergency.” A disaster is “the result of a natural or man-made event which causes loss of life, injury, and property damage, including but not limited to 
natural disasters such as hurricane, tornado, storm, flood, high winds, and other weather related events, forest and marsh fires, and man-made disasters, including but not limited to nuclear power plant 
incidents, hazardous materials incidents, oil spills, explosion, civil disturbances, public calamity, acts of terrorism, hostile military action, and other events related thereto.” An emergency is “(i) Any natural 
or man-made event which results in an interruption in the delivery of utility services to any consumer of such services and which affects the safety, health, or welfare of a Louisiana resident, (ii) Any 
instance in which a utility's property is damaged and such damage creates a dangerous condition to the public, and (iii) Any national or state emergency, including acts of terrorism or a congressional 
authorization or presidential declaration pursuant to the War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. § 1541 et seq.)”  Despite the difference in the two terms, they can be declared simultaneously or separately and 
both use the same channels for declaration. 
23 Louisiana only authorizes parish presidents to declare local disasters or emergencies. 
24 Louisiana authorizes the director of the Department of Agriculture and Forestry to declare an emergency when a situation involving pesticides presents immediate danger to human health. 
25 Maine authorizes the Department of Public Health to declare a “health emergency” in the event of an actual or threatened epidemic event. 
26 Maine gives the governor separate authority to declare an “extreme public health emergency” using the disaster declaration procedure found in ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 37-B, § 742(1). 
27 Maine authorizes the governor to declare an “energy emergency” in the event that a shortage of energy presents a threat to the public’s health, safety, or welfare. 
28 Maine authorizes the Commissioner of the Marine Resources Division to amend rules on an emergency basis to protect the public’s health, public safety, property damage, or economic harm in the 
event of a threat to an area where marine resources are harvested. 
29 Maine authorizes the Commissioner of Environmental Protection to take over duties of the governor in the event of a disaster due to an oil spill. 
30 Maine authorizes the Commissioner of Environmental Protection to urge the governor to declare an emergency in response to an uncontrolled hazardous substance site. 

http://biotech.law.lsu.edu/blaw/bt/MSEHPA2.pdf
https://www.networkforphl.org/_asset/80p3y7/MSEHPA-States-Table-022812.pdf
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/folio.asp
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/folio.asp
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/folio.asp
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/36/00787.htm&Title=36&DocType=ARS
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=gov&group=08001-09000&file=8555-8561
http://www.idwr.idaho.gov/News/drought/drought.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=368&ChapterID=5
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title10/ar14/ch3.html
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title10/ar14/ch3.html
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/2010/title10/ar14/ch3.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2011-title50/pdf/USCODE-2011-title50-chap33-sec1541.pdf
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/37-B/title37-Bsec742.html
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31 Maryland refers to public health emergencies as “catastrophic health emergencies.” 
32 Maryland does not have a separate air quality emergency like other states, but state regulations for pollution levels require the governor or designee to declare an emergency if certain pollutant levels 
are exceeded. 
33 Maryland authorizes the principle executive officers of political subdivisions to declare an emergency for that area. 
34 Maryland authorizes the Secretary of State Police to declare a “snow emergency” which requires the use of snow tires or chains on previously designated “snow emergency routes.” 
35 Massachusetts authorizes the governor to declare an emergency, however the provision is found in their session laws from 1950, not their general statutes. Massachusetts also authorizes the governor, 
in the event of an emergency, to take over all Massachusetts Bay Transportation facilities and lines (MASS. GEN. LAWS ch. 161A, § 37). 
36 If a Public Health Commissioner observes prison conditions that he believes are a serious threat to the health or safety of inmates or employees at a correctional facility, he shall so notify the 
Commissioner of Correction, the Secretary of Human Services, and the Governor, and request that the Governor declare under MASS. GEN. LAWS ch. 17, § 2A, that an emergency exists which is 
detrimental to the public health  
37 Massachusetts authorizes the Commissioner of Environmental Protection to declare an air pollution emergency if the air conditions present a threat to the public’s health and authorizes him or her to 
implement plans designed to mitigate the pollution problem. 
38 Massachusetts authorizes the governor to declare an energy emergency in the event of an actual or imminent energy interruption and authorizes him or her to enact plans to mitigate the shortage. 
39 Massachusetts authorizes the Department of Environmental Protection to declare a water emergency for municipalities if threat of or actual water shortage exists and authorizes him or her to implement 
measures to mitigate the emergency. 
40 Michigan authorizes the governor to declare a public health emergency when there is a reasonable basis to believe that a consumer product presents a threat to the public’s health. The governor may 
order the removal and segregation of the product as well as any other limitations deemed necessary to protect the public. 
41 Michigan authorizes the governor to declare an emergency at the request of the director of the Department of Agriculture if animal disease presents a threat to the livestock industry, the public’s health, 
or animal products for human consumption. 
42 Michigan authorizes the governor to declare an energy emergency in response to a potential hazard to the people of the state in the event of a potential or actual energy shortage. 
43 Michigan authorizes the Director of the Department of Environmental Quality to declare a hazardous waste emergency and take corrective action to prevent harm if hazardous waste presents a threat to 
the environment. 
44 Michigan authorizes the governor to declare a “heightened state of alert” if there is a threat of terrorism or terrorist activity in the state. The governor may exercise all of the powers available in the event 
of a declared emergency. 
45 Michigan authorizes appointed emergency management coordinators of municipalities and counties to declare a local state of emergency. Additionally, if another official perceives that an emergency 
exists, he or she can request a declaration from the designated coordinator or governor under MICH. COMP. LAWS § 30.414. 
46 Minnesota has two types of emergency declaration: “national security emergency” and “peacetime emergency.”  A national security emergency may be declared by the governor when information from 
the federal government indicates a national security threat to the state.  A peacetime emergency may be declared by the governor when there is a threat of “act of nature, a technological failure or 
malfunction, a terrorist incident, an industrial accident, a hazardous materials accident, or a civil disturbance [that] endangers life and property.” 
47 Minnesota defines public health emergency and public health hazard (MINN. R. 4735.0100). Minnesota also grants power to the state commissioner of health “in the event of a public health emergency” 
to suspend terms of agreements with local boards of health regarding shared responsibility for data collection (MINN. R. 4735.0110). However, there are no specifically denoted procedures for declaring a 
public health emergency. 
48 Minnesota authorizes the Commissioner of the pollution control agency to declare an air pollution emergency when air pollution levels reach a critical set amount. 
49 Minnesota authorizes the governor in conjunction with his lieutenant governor, secretary of state and attorney general to declare an energy emergency if there is an impending or actual shortage of fuel. 
50 Minnesota authorizes municipal officials to declare emergencies for up to 3 days before the governing body must be consulted. 
51 Mississippi authorizes the governor to declare an emergency and designate an emergency impact area. 
52 Mississippi defines multiple types of emergency and disaster in its statutes including “man-made emergency,” “natural emergency,” “catastrophic disaster,” “major disaster,” “minor disaster,” and 
“technological emergency.” 
53 Mississippi authorizes the Director of the Mississippi Department of Natural Resources to declare an air pollution emergency when certain ambient pollutant levels are present. 
54 Mississippi authorizes the governor to declare a state of war emergency in the event of actual or impending enemy attack. 
55 Missouri authorizes either the governor or the legislature by resolution to declare an emergency. 
56 Missouri authorizes the commissioner of Air Conservation to declare an air contaminant emergency when build up presents a risk to public health or safety. 
57 Montana authorizes the governor to declare either an emergency or disaster.  A “disaster” is defined as “the occurrence or imminent threat of widespread or severe damage, injury, or loss of life or 
property resulting from any natural or artificial cause, including tornadoes, windstorms, snowstorms, wind-driven water, high water, floods, wave action, earthquakes, landslides, mudslides, volcanic action, 
fires, explosions, air or water contamination requiring emergency action to avert danger or damage, blight, droughts, infestations, riots, sabotage, hostile military or paramilitary action, disruption of state 
services, accidents involving radiation byproducts or other hazardous materials, outbreak of disease, bioterrorism, or incidents involving weapons of mass destruction.”  An “emergency” is defined as “the 
imminent threat of a disaster causing immediate peril to life or property that timely action can avert or minimize.” 
58 Montana authorizes the governor to declare an “energy emergency” when a situation exists that threatens to disrupt energy supply in a way that endangers public health and safety. 
59 Montana authorizes the executive officials of municipalities to declare local disasters. 
60 Montana authorizes the executive officials of municipalities to declare local emergencies. 
61 Montana authorizes the board of trustees of a school district to declare an emergency and close schools in the event of a natural or other disaster. 
62 Nebraska separately defines “emergency,” “disaster” and “civil defense emergency,” however all are declared as an “emergency” by the governor. 
63 Nebraska authorizes the executive official of a local government to declare an emergency. 
64 Nebraska authorizes the governor to declare a “vital resource emergency” when a vital resource crisis is imminent or has occurred. 
65 Nevada authorizes either the governor or the legislature by resolution to declare an emergency. 

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXXII/Chapter161A/Section37
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleII/Chapter17/Section2A
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4ohqe145khkb24qmcpfllb55))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-30-414
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/?id=4735.0100
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/?id=4735.0110
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66 While the statute does not explicitly authorize municipalities to declare an emergency, the Nevada Supreme Court decided in Nylund v. Carson City (117 Nev. 913, 34 P.3d 578 (2001)) that NEV. REV. 
STAT. §§ 414.090 and 414.0345 should be construed to grant municipalities that authority, absent the governor’s declaration of an emergency if their city code provides for such a declaration. 
67 New Jersey does not lay out specific procedures for emergency declaration, however the power to declare an emergency is implied by the provision that gives the governor express authority to take 
action during an emergency. New Jersey separately defines “emergency,” “war emergency” and “disaster.” 
68 New Jersey authorizes the emergency management coordinators within a municipality to declare a local disaster emergency. 
69 New Mexico’s governor has general authority over homeland security and emergency management, including implied authority to declare an emergency. 
70 New Mexico authorizes the governor to declare an energy supply emergency. 
71 New York authorizes declaration of the existence of an emergency in “case of great and imminent peril to the health of the general public from . . . exposure to toxic substances emanating from landfills” 
and authorizes the commissioner of the state health department to take measures deemed “reasonably necessary and proper for the preservation and protection of the public health” (N.Y. PUB. HEALTH 
LAW § 1388). 
72 North Carolina authorizes either the governor or the state legislature to declare an emergency. 
73 North Carolina defines emergency and disaster separately and authorizes the governor only to declare a disaster after a damage assessment has been made following an emergency declaration either 
by the governor, legislature, local municipality, or federal government.  An “emergency” is defined as “an occurrence or imminent threat of widespread or severe damage, injury, or loss of life or property 
resulting from any natural or man-made accidental, military, paramilitary, weather-related, or riot-related cause.”  Disasters are divided into three types, which are defined in N.C. GEN. STAT. § 166A-19.21. 
74 North Carolina authorizes the governor to declare an “energy crisis” when the health, safety or welfare of the citizens of the state is threatened by an actual or impending energy shortage. 
75 North Carolina authorizes the executive officials of counties or municipalities to declare local emergencies. 
76 North Carolina authorizes the governor or the lieutenant governor to declare an emergency if threat of emergency exists from discharge of oil or other pollutant into the environment. 
77 North Carolina authorizes the State Health Director to declare a “rabies emergency” when there is a positive diagnosis of rabies in any wild animal in the wild population (with the exception of bats).  
78 North Carolina gives the governor authority to declare a “water shortage emergency” in areas affected by water shortage. 
79 North Dakota authorizes the governor to declare an animal health emergency when state wildlife is threatened by disease or bioterrorism. 
80 North Dakota authorizes the governor to declare a drought emergency in the event of an impending or actual drought. 
81 North Dakota authorizes the executive officer of a city or county to declare a local disaster or emergency. 
82 While there are no specific provisions that authorize the governor explicitly, the authority is derived generally from the emergency management provisions authorizing the governor to mobilize resources. 
83 Ohio authorizes the Department of Health and Safety to declare an asbestos public health emergency in the event that a building is contaminated with asbestos and presents a threat to the public’s 
health. 
84 Ohio authorizes the Public Utilities Commission, alongside the governor to declare an energy emergency in the event that there will be a disruption in power, fuels or other energy product in order to 
protect the public’s health and safety. 
85 Ohio authorizes the governor to declare a public health state of emergency in the event that a consumer product is or possibly is contaminated and presents a threat to the public’s health.  
86 Oklahoma separately defines “emergency,” “man-made disaster,” and “natural disaster.” 
87 Oklahoma refers to public health emergencies as “catastrophic health emergencies.” 
88 Oregon authorizes the governor or the legislature to declare an emergency, but the governor also has constitutional authority to declare a “catastrophic disaster” based on an act of terrorism, 
earthquake, flood, public health emergency, tsunami, volcanic eruption, or war. 
89 Pennsylvania refers to emergencies as “disaster emergencies.” 
90  Pennsylvania authorizes the governor to declare a petroleum products shortage state of emergency when there is an actual or threatened shortage of petroleum fuel that poses a threat to the health, 
safety or welfare of the public. 
91 Rhode Island refers to emergencies as “disaster emergencies.” 
92 Bases for declaring a general emergency include “public health emergency” (R.I. GEN. LAWS § 30-15-2). 
93 South Dakota separately defines “emergency” and “disaster,” however both can be declared by S.D. CODIFIED LAWS § 34-48A-5.  A “disaster” is “any natural, nuclear, man-made, war- related, or other 
catastrophe producing phenomena in any part of the state which, in the determination of the Governor, causes damage of sufficient severity and magnitude to warrant all state assistance that is 
reasonably available, above and beyond emergency resource commitments.” An “emergency” is “any natural, nuclear, man-made, war- related, or other catastrophe producing phenomena in any part of 
the state which in the determination of the Governor requires the commitment of less than all available state resources to supplement local efforts of political subdivisions of the state to save lives and to 
protect property, public health, and safety or to avert or lessen the threat of a disaster.” 
94 South Dakota authorizes the Secretary of Health and Safety to declare a public health emergency. 
95 Tennessee separately defines “emergency,” “disaster,” “energy emergency,” “manmade emergency,” “natural emergency,” and “technological emergency.” The term “public health emergency” is not 
used. Prior  statutes using the term have been repealed.  
96 Texas authorizes the governor to declare a “disaster” defined as “the occurrence or imminent threat of widespread or severe damage, injury, or loss of life or property resulting from any natural or man-
made cause, including fire, flood, earthquake, wind, storm, wave action, oil spill or other water contamination, volcanic activity, epidemic, air contamination, blight, drought, infestation, explosion, riot, 
hostile military or paramilitary action, extreme heat, other public calamity requiring emergency action, or energy emergency.” 
97 Texas states that the governor declares a “public health emergency” in its provision explaining physician registration. 
98 Vermont uses the term “all-hazards,” which means any natural disaster, health or disease related emergency, accident, civil insurrection, etc. which may pose a threat, as determined by the 
commissioner or designee, to property or Public Safety in Vermont.  
99 Virginia defines disaster and emergency separately however both are declared in the same provision. 
100 VA. CODE ANN. § 44-146.17 indicates that the governor may declare a state of emergency in response to a State Health Commissioner’s issuance of quarantine orders regarding a “communicable 
disease of public health threat.” 
101 Virginia authorizes the governor to declare an electrical energy emergency when a hurricane, ice storm, windstorm or other natural phenomenon threatens to or does interrupt the supply of power to the 
states’ residents. 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-414.html#NRS414Sec090
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-414.html#NRS414Sec090
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-414.html#NRS414Sec035
http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/LAWSSEAF.cgi?QUERYTYPE=LAWS+&QUERYDATA=$$PBH1388$$@TXPBH01388+&LIST=LAW+&BROWSER=BROWSER+&TOKEN=45378728+&TARGET=VIEW
http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/LAWSSEAF.cgi?QUERYTYPE=LAWS+&QUERYDATA=$$PBH1388$$@TXPBH01388+&LIST=LAW+&BROWSER=BROWSER+&TOKEN=45378728+&TARGET=VIEW
http://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_166A/GS_166A-19.21.html
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE30/30-15/30-15-2.HTM
http://legis.sd.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=34-48A-5
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+44-146.17
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102 While Washington does not explicitly authorize the governor to declare an emergency, the authority to do so is derived from the statutes regarding emergency management and the general executive 
authority of the governor. 
103. The Secretary of Health or his or her designee or the local health officer may declare a public health emergency.  
104 Washington authorizes the governor to declare an energy supply emergency when a shortage of energy presents a “clear and foreseeable danger to the public health, safety, and general welfare” 
(WASH. REV. CODE § 43.21G.020). 
105 West Virginia authorizes either the governor or the legislature to declare an emergency. 
106 West Virginia recognizes “Emergency Circumstances That Pose a Threat To Public Health” as a basis upon which a declaration of emergency may be declared under W. VA. CODE § 15-5-6 (W. VA. 
CODE R. § 65-7-2(2.9)). 
107 Wisconsin uses the same provision to give the governor authority to declare an “emergency” or a “public health emergency.”  Wisconsin also defines “disaster” in its emergency management section; 
however, there is no provision for declaring a “disaster” specifically. 
108 Wyoming does not have a specific provision that gives the governor explicit authority to declare an emergency; however, the powers provided to the governor in WYO. STAT. ANN. § 19-13-102 and WYO. 
STAT. ANN. § 19-13-104 are construed to give the governor such authority. 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.21G.020
http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=9260&Format=PDF
http://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=9260&Format=PDF
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/statutes/statutes.aspx?file=titles/Title19/Title19.htm
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/statutes/statutes.aspx?file=titles/Title19/Title19.htm
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/statutes/statutes.aspx?file=titles/Title19/Title19.htm

