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Legal Emergency Preparedness Resources
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Content Overview:

• This document provides active hyperlinks to key resources in Emergency Legal 

Preparedness developed by attorneys/staff via the Network for Public Health Law. 

• Resources are categorized into 12 diverse topic areas listed on the first page of 

this document (and subsequent pages for each specific topic). Some resources 

may be listed more than once. 

• Contents are organized chronologically by their date of production and include: 

tables, issue briefs, articles, memos, model laws/memos, blogs, primers, 

presentations, and fact sheets.

• Regular updates reflect recent developments, documents, or materials relating to 

Emergency Legal Preparedness.



3

Latest Resources

Resource Collection: COVID-19

Resource Collection: Flint Water Crisis

Primer: Opioid-related Public Health Emergency Declaration (2019)

Primer: Emergency Legal Preparedness Concerning Ebola (2019)

Report: Airport Public Health Preparedness and Response: Legal Rights, Powers, and Duties

Return to directory

https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/topics/emergency-legal-preparedness-and-response/covid-19/
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/topics/projects/flint-water-crisis-project/
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/opioid-related-public-health-emergency-declarations/
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/emergency-legal-preparedness-concerning-ebola/
http://www.trb.org/Publications/Blurbs/177931.aspx
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Federal Public Health Emergencies

Article: The evolution of law in biopreparedness (2012)

Article: The Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness Act: Improving public health emergency response (2007)

Article: Voluntarism in the wake of Hurricane Katrina: The Uniform Emergency Volunteer Health Practitioners Act (2007)

Article: The opioid epidemic and the future of public health emergencies (2017) 

Article: Redefining public health emergencies: The opioid epidemic (2017)

Article: Emerging legal responses to curb the opioid epidemic (2017). 

Article: Reframing the opioid epidemic as a national emergency (2017)

Article: The call for a national emergency in response to the opiate epidemic. (2017) 

Blog: Emergency Preparedness and Medical Countermeasures: FDA Emergency Use Authorization and Related Authorities 

Guidance Updates (2017)

Fact Sheet: Ebola Public Health Emergency Legal Preparedness and Response (2014)

Primer: Emergency Legal Preparedness Concerning Zika Virus (2017)

Primer: Emergency Legal Preparedness Concerning Ebola Virus Disease (2014)

Table: Legal Liability Protections For Emergency Medical/Public Health Responses (2017)

Return to directory

http://online.liebertpub.com/doi/pdf/10.1089/bsp.2011.0094
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?volume=297&issue=15&page=1708
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18388603
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/health_law/publications/aba_health_esource/2017-2018/january2018/theopiod.html
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/publications/Jurimetrics/Fall2017/hodge_et_al.authcheckdam.pdf
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1073110517737547
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2652445
http://www.jurist.org/forum/2017/08/Hodge-Noe-opiate-epidemic.php
https://www.networkforphl.org/news-insights/emergency-preparedness-and-medical-countermeasures-fda-emergency-use-authorization-and-related-authorities-guidance-updates/
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/ebola-public-health-emergency-legal-preparedness-and-response-faqs/
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/emergency-legal-preparedness-and-zika-virus/
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/emergency-legal-preparedness-concerning-ebola-virus-disease/
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/legal-liability-protections-for-emergency-medical-public-health-responses/
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Social Distancing Powers

Memo: Emergency Legal Preparedness: Isolation and Quarantine Procedures (2015)

Memo: Airport Isolation and Quarantine Authority (2014)

Return to directory

https://www.networkforphl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Emergency-Legal-Preparedness_Isolation-and-Quarantine-Procedures.pdf
https://www.networkforphl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Airport_Isolation_and_Quarantine_Authority.pdf
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Liability of Health Care Workers and Entities

Article: Assessing liability for health care entities that insufficiently prepare for catastrophic emergencies. (2011)

Article: Emergency legal preparedness for hospitals and health care personnel (2009)

Article: Volunteer health professionals and emergencies: Assessing and transforming the legal environment (2005)

Issue Brief: Emergency Response and Tort Liability (2015)

Table: Legal Liability Protections For Emergency Medical/Public Health Responses (2017)

Return to directory

http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?volume=306&issue=3&page=308
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19491586
http://www.liebertonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1089/bsp.2005.3.216
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/emergency-response-and-tort-liability/
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/legal-liability-protections-for-emergency-medical-public-health-responses/
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Hospital Emergency Legal Preparedness

Article: Assessing liability for health care entities that insufficiently prepare for catastrophic emergencies. (2011)

Article: Emergency legal preparedness for hospitals and health care personnel (2009) 

Model Memorandum: Model Memorandum of Understanding Between Hospitals during Declared Emergencies (2009)

Table: Legal Liability Protections For Emergency Medical/Public Health Responses (2017)

Return to directory

http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?volume=306&issue=3&page=308
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19491586
https://emergency.cdc.gov/planning/emac/pdf/pacer_model_mou.pdf
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/legal-liability-protections-for-emergency-medical-public-health-responses/
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State and Local Preparedness

Fact Sheet: Declared States of Emergency – Opioid Crisis (2017)

Issue Brief: Emergency Response and Tort Liability (2015)

Issue Brief: Summary of Authority and Actions Regarding Public Health Emergencies (2015)

Primer: Opioid-Related Public Health Emergency Declarations (2018)

Primer: Emergency Legal Preparedness – Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria (2017)

Table: Emergency Declaration Authorities (2015)

Return to directory

https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/declared-states-of-emergency-opioid-crisis/
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/emergency-response-and-tort-liability/
https://www.networkforphl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Summary-CD-Action-MI-02142015.pdf
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/opioid-related-public-health-emergency-declarations/
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/emergency-legal-preparedness-hurricanes-harvey-irma-and-maria/
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/emergency-declaration-authorities/
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Emergency Declarations and Powers

Article: The Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness Act: Improving public health emergency response (2007)

Article: From Anthrax to Zika: Key lessons in public health legal preparedness (2018)

Article: The opioid epidemic and the future of public health emergencies (2018)

Article: Redefining public health emergencies: The opioid epidemic (2017)

Article: Reframing the opioid epidemic as a national emergency (2017)

Article: The call for a national emergency in response to the opiate epidemic. (2017) 

Article: Generation Zika (2016)

Article: Building evidence for legal decision-making in real time: Legal triage in public health emergencies. (2011)

Article: Principles and practice of legal triage during public health emergencies. (2008-2009)

Issue Brief: Summary of Authority and Actions Regarding Public Health Emergencies (2015)

Table: Emergency Declaration Authorities (2015)

Return to directory

http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?volume=297&issue=15&page=1708
http://mckinneylaw.iu.edu/ihlr/pdf/vol15p23.pdf
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/health_law/publications/aba_health_esource/2017-2018/january2018/theopiod.html
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/publications/Jurimetrics/Fall2017/hodge_et_al.authcheckdam.pdf
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2652445
http://www.jurist.org/forum/2017/08/Hodge-Noe-opiate-epidemic.php
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2841742
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21908702
http://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/annam64&div=18&g_sent=1&collection=journals
https://www.networkforphl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Summary-CD-Action-MI-02142015.pdf
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/emergency-declaration-authorities/
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Mental and Behavioral Health Preparedness

Article: Ethical issues raised in addressing the needs of persons with serious mental disorders in complex emergencies (2012.)

Article: Redefining the legal basis for mental health emergencies (2012).

Article: A hidden epidemic: Assessing the legal environment underlying mental and behavioral health conditions in emergencies 

(2011).

Article: Mental and behavioral health legal preparedness in major emergencies (2010).

Return to directory

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22217528
https://lawecommons.luc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1023&context=annals
http://www.jhsph.edu/preparedness/Publications/A%20hidden%20epidemic%20assessing%20the%20legal%20environment%20underlying%20mental.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2925016/


11

Model Emergency Laws

Article: Facilitating hospital emergency preparedness through model memoranda of understanding (2011).

Article: Protecting the public’s health in an era of bioterrorism: the model state emergency health powers act (2003).

Article: The Model State Emergency Health Powers Act: Planning and response to bioterrorism and naturally occurring 

infectious diseases (2002).

Model Law: Model State Emergency Health Powers Act (2001).

Model Memorandum: Model Memorandum of Understanding Between Hospitals during Declared Emergencies (2009).

Return to directory

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/article/facilitating-hospital-emergency-preparedness-introduction-of-a-model-memorandum-of-understanding/4663FE2C97F3ECCC507EBAE60DEF50CB
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/14577422
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12150674
https://www.aclu.org/other/text-msehpa
https://emergency.cdc.gov/planning/emac/pdf/pacer_model_mou.pdf
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Emerging Threats Preparedness and Response

Article: Generation Zika (2016)

Article: Zika and global health security (2016)

Fact Sheet: Ebola Public Health Emergency Legal Preparedness and Response (2014)

Fact Sheet: Declared States of Emergency – Opioid Crisis (2017)

Presentation: Emergency Declarations to Address the Opioid Crisis: Assessing Impact and Identifying Gaps (2017)

Presentation: Combating the Zika Virus: Mosquito-Control and the Law (2016)

Primer: Emergency Legal Preparedness Concerning Zika Virus (2017)

Primer: Emergency Legal Preparedness Concerning Ebola Virus Disease (2014)

Primer: Opioid-Related Public Health Emergency Declarations (2018)

Primer: Emergency Legal Preparedness – Hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria (2017)

Primer: Opioid Public Health Emergencies: A Primer (2019)

Resource Collection: Flint Water Crisis

Table: Flint Water Crisis – Summary of Civil Litigation (2016)

Return to directory

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2841742
http://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/laninf/PIIS1473-3099(16)30332-2.pdf
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/ebola-public-health-emergency-legal-preparedness-and-response-faqs/
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/declared-states-of-emergency-opioid-crisis/
https://www.networkforphl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Emergency-Declarations-to-Address-the-Opioid-Crisis.pdf
https://www.networkforphl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Combating-the-Zika-Virus.pdf
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/emergency-legal-preparedness-and-zika-virus/
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/emergency-legal-preparedness-concerning-ebola-virus-disease/
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/opioid-related-public-health-emergency-declarations/
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/emergency-legal-preparedness-hurricanes-harvey-irma-and-maria/
https://www.networkforphl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Primer-Opioid-Public-Health-Emergencies-7-30-19.pdf
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/topics/projects/flint-water-crisis-project/
https://www.networkforphl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Flint-Litigation-Summary-Table.pdf
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Crisis Standards of Care

Article: Practical, ethical, and legal challenges underlying crisis standards of care. (2013)

Article: When law is not law: Setting aside legal provisions during declared emergencies (2013)

Article: Assessing the legal standard of care in public health emergencies (2010)

Article: Crisis Standards of Care: A Systems Framework for Catastrophic Disaster Response (2012)

Issue Brief: Emergency Response and Tort Liability (2015)

Issue Brief: Summary of Authority and Actions Regarding Public Health Emergencies (2015)

Return to directory

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jlme.12039/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jlme.12044/pdf
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?volume=303&issue=4&page=361
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24830057
https://www.networkforphl.org/resources/emergency-response-and-tort-liability/
https://www.networkforphl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Summary-CD-Action-MI-02142015.pdf
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Public Health Emergency Ethics

Article: Practical, ethical, and legal challenges underlying crisis standards of car (2013) 

Article: When law is not law: Setting aside legal provisions during declared emergencies (2013)

Article: Ethical issues raised in addressing the needs of persons with serious mental disorders in complex emergencies (2012)

Article: Public health emergencies and legal reform: Implications for public health policy and practice (2003)

Article: Generation Zika (2016)

Return to directory

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jlme.12039/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jlme.12044/pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22217528
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1497578/pdf/12941861.pdf/?tool=pmcentrez
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2841742


For More Information
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• Visit the Network for Public Health Law’s website for additional resources and 

guidance.

• Share questions, comments, or requests for technical assistance or more 

information with Network Attorneys.

https://www.networkforphl.org/
https://www.networkforphl.org/ask_a_question/

